Hans Bodelier – Echt

The Netherlands

1st National San Sebastian 2003
A report from Des Moore

1. I had no intention in a loft report when I first made contact with Hans Bodelier but that changed when I saw his racing results, I was so impressed in his results and his dedication to his pigeons that I thought a profile was the least that I could do, I sent him a list of questions that he answered for me, also there are pictures of Hans simple but very efficient ventilation system  

2. How did you get started with racing pigeons and Who had the most influence in getting you started

3. I have always like all varieties of birds. I started breeding canaries at first and then pigeon sports came later. Pigeon racing is a family sport for over 80 years. My grandfather, father and his brothers were very successful during many years of the past century in Kerkrade. My grandfather and my father were the first in Limburg who raced their pigeons on the widowhood-system. The system was found out by the Scheemaecker Bros in Antwerp (Belgium) and they published their system in the ‘Green Book’ called ‘Duifke Lacht’. Later my father came to Echt and also – successfully – started pigeon racing. I was always very interested in pigeons as a little boy, and I still am. Up until 1986 my father and I raced in partnership, and since his death I race the pigeons on my own. We always raced the program from Hannut (72 km) to Barcelona (1119 km). 1972 we won a golden watch in the Olympic Race from Munich (Germany). From 1986 – 1990 I have raced the whole program. Then I decided to race only the extreme long distance races. You could say that I am in pigeon sport for over 40 years.

4. What birds did you start with 
5. In 1986 I started on my own with the birds we had at that time. Most of them where for one day racing up to 600 km. There where also long distance birds from fanciers just known in our own neighbourhood. The birds where good enough to win good prizes and that is the most important thing. When I decided to race only the extreme long distance, I got birds from several very good lofts and I tried to cross them in the same family. So there are:

* Jan and Gerda Bakermans, Eindhoven:
   grandson ‘099’ direct brother 'Famous 508' Jan Theelen
* Jan Theelen, Buggenum:
  grandson 'Famous 508'

* Leon Willems, Maasbracht:
several brothers and sisters of the 2nd national Barcelona 1989 (Kuijpers Bros x Jan Theelen) and this birds also same came from Dré Toebosch, Ittervoort (breeder 2nd national Barcelona 1989 and former loft manager Jan Theelen), Piet en Henk de Weerd, Breda.
* Funs Schmitz, Roermond: 
  daughter super pair grandson famous ‘Verbart 46’ x ‘Krauth-line’

* Freialdenhofen and Sons, Aldenhoven (Germany):
  line son 'La Prima Donna' (van de Poel) x sister 'Super 68' (Saya Bros)
  son 'Super 733' x famous 'Mundt-hen'
* Jan Beijers, Deurne:
  daughter 1st national Perpignan yearlings 2001 (van den Eijnden line 1st national Dax)
* Peter Elvermann, Kirchhellen-Bottrop (Germany):

  daughter ‘Leda’ (grandmother 1st national and 2nd international Barcelona 2002, mother 2nd        national and 3rd international Barcelona 2001, aunt 1st national Barcelona 1992 etc.)

* Chretien Vanoppen, Althoesselt (Belgium) (1st international Barcelona 1987):

  granddaughter 1st international Barcelona 1987

* Willy Looijmans, Lierop:

  son 1st national Barcelona 1997

4. Main family of birds in the loft today

The main family is based on The ‘Golden Stockpair’ this is ‘Jager’ (grandson ‘099’ Jan Theelen x ‘Els’ (’46-Verbart x Krauth’). These are the parents or grandparents of many good racers (1st national San Sebastian, 5th national Dax, 12th national Marseille, etc.) and breeders. The second main family is the line of the 2nd national Barcelona 1989.

5. What is the main feed for your birds (breeding-racing)?

I hope you have enough space because I want to give you the whole schedule for the racing season without any restriction. It looks as though it will give you a lot of work, but you have to do it just once at the beginning of the race-season. Here it comes:

Super Dieet Beyers


3 parts

Super Widowhood Versele Laga
½ part

Widowhood Natural


½ part

* M14 Ovator



1 part

* Betz Energy



1½ part

* Betz Thriatlon


1 part

Race Mariman 40% corn

1½ part

Sun Flower pitten


½ part

Variamax Mariman


1 part

Badisch corn



1 part

Raket Spinne



1 part

Widower 2000 Betz


1 part

Widower Seed Betz


½ part

* The ones marked contain Fat

One day before basketing I give them 600 grammes of grains (see above) and 200 grammes sunflower seeds, 100 grammes of Badisch corn and 100 grammes Betz Energy, red and green flight vitamins mixed over the corn, oil and BMT powder from Dr. Peeters.

During the first part of the race-season, also before the first longdistance race, the widow-hens get: 70% Pan 2 Versele Laga and 30% Hens Special Versele Laga.
Breeders get just the feed that is good for breeders. Mostly it is a combination of Beyers-Versela Laga and Mariman.

6. How do you train the birds from babies to the first race?

As you know that I just have 7 stock pairs, you’ll understand that I will not breed many youngsters each year. Normally there will be 30 for my own. These 30 also include some youngsters of my best racers.

Training of the youngsters takes place during August, September and October. I take them in the program of my own club for 2 or 3 races. I am happy that we live close to the border with Belgium and Germany. So it is easy to go to some clubs there. Mostly I train the youngsters on top of that 2 times in Belgium and after that 4 times in Germany. I think this training is very good for the birds’orientation. In the Belgian and German-clubs there are fanciers who live in an area of 200 km from Echt. So the youngsters come from all points of the compass.

Normally I have 20 yearlings and 16 old birds for all the long distance races. That means: races with morning and afternoon liberation. Last years I switched more and more to the races with morning liberation because the results are better over the years.  I race the yearlings mostly in the races with afternoon liberation. Maybe I will change this next year and only bring them in the races up to 600 km and one Bordeaux-race with morning liberation (850 km). The yearlings and 8 old birds take place in the races on total widowhood and also 8 old birds on the nest.

The widowers and the nest-cocks train twice every day for one hour. All the hens train only once in the evening for 1 – 1½ hour. They all must fly during the whole training.

Training races starts about April 15th (100 km) and then the yearlings train every week till 400 km. The old bird's start at the end of April and they have a race every 2 weeks until end of May or the beginning of June (till 500 km). That is enough before the first long distance race.

7. Is there any tossing during the race season?

During the season normally I give the birds a training race 2 or 3 days before basketting to a long distance race. I drive to Sprimont (Belgium) and that is nearly 75 km to the loft. That’s all. But there is a difference between the widowers and the nest-birds. 

A week before basketing for a long distance race, I don’t train the nestbirds at home. Every evening I drive to Maastricht at about 20h30. I release them one by one for a short training of 30 km. Sometimes it is 21h30 before I release them, It will be dark about 45 minutes after they are liberated. So it is not easy for the birds to get home before darkness. In the beginning some birds have a probem to be at home before that time. Some arrive by midnight, so you see they can fly very well by darkness, and some arrive next morning, some are already there at five o’clock! For the first time it takes them 30 minutes until they arrive at the loft. In the following days it still goes quicker and they arrive in 23 minutes. I note the entire racing times of every bird. 

But sometimes it happens that birds stay out, for instance 1995 my ‘Marseille Star’ (winning 12th and 63rd national Marseille etc.) didn’t comeback. I never saw her again! Still I think this evening training brings success.

8. Thoughts on eyesign or any other theory’s?

Eyesign? I don’t believe in the theories about the ‘super eye’. When a pigeon has a full coulour eye, I like that, but I can’t say: that’s it! And so it isn’t important for selecting breeders or racers.

9. What do you think is the future for racing pigeons?

It will not be easy in future to race with pigeons, because there are people who don’t like all animal sports. I think that people don’t see this right, because when you train animals (pigeons, horses etc.) from baby’s very well they can take place in races. So it will be no problem for young birds to take place in a race like Orleans as we have done in the past. But if you put young birds in the race that you didn’t train very well, it will be a problem to get them in the loft again. But in racing sport the fanciers have a great responsibility to do this job well. When every one gives the good performance pigeon racing will still be there in many years.

10. Who do you admire most in the sport?

The fanciers who don’t win prizes in the races and every week they put their birds in the basket again. Most of them see our sport just like a hobby and enjoy it to see the birds coming home. And I admit: it is a very time consuming sport, it is always fascinating to see them falling from the sky into the loft. Amazing!

But there are other fanciers that forget this and only look at their own and thinking: ‘When I win my prizes it’s okay’. But that isn’t correct. Those fanciers forget that they can only race pigeons while there are a lot of fanciers who see pigeon sport just as their hobby. Every year I’m glad to see new names in the national results of the extreme long distance races. That’s the best publicity our sport can get. I hope many fanciers think like me or going to think like that.

11. Hardest flier to beat?

About that question: it's very difficult to mention someone. In the past it
was my father who told me everything about pigeons. I learned a lot of him.
My opinion is that in pigeon sport you need someone you can talk to free. A
person who is obsessed about making good results with his birds and also is
honest to other people. A fancier who thinks he has secrets, is a poor
person because there are no secrets at all!! And it is a pity to say so but
there are only a few fanciers with them I can talk free about pigeons and
all other stuff to do with pigeon sport. I always say: 'What you see is what you
get'. No nonsense! I can name these fanciers but I don't like to do that
because I don't want to forget someone. But I can tell you that I admire
fanciers who at the top for many years. You also know that to get a champion
is much easier then to stay a champion over many, many years. I still
hope to become a champion like them and to beat them in the races. That’s
pigeon sport at the best'.

12. Any other thing that could be included in a loft report?

The signs to see a pigeon is into the right form:

If the birds are having fun during the training (they split the sky like a butterfly), if they take away from the loft for 15 minutes and then come back from all the points of the compass, then they’re in shape.

With the hens I often see that they go higher and higher into the sky and then fly away from the loft, then they’re in shape too. Most of the time the hens train so hard and long that it is almost dark before they come in. That’s also the reason that I can’t train them in the morning. I still have to work!

And: My system to keep pigeons during the moulting and winter season.

Moulting is the most important season in pigeon racing. After the last race (Perpignan), the new season starts for me. For several years I have a system I use for all the birds. It starts the week after Perpignan. First I have to mention that every Sunday my birds get Pigeon T Special from Kreutzer Natural Herb Products. Pigeon T Special is natural fluidextract, ready for use. It contains 70 rare plants and herbs, which grow in nature and are mostly found in mountain areas. If you apply this extract three times a week, it will assure quick and healthy moulting and specially stimulates down moulting. During the season, Pigeon T Special brings your pigeons in good shape and in the winter, it will keep your pigeons from growing fat and gives them resistance to diseases. After a short while, the feathers of the pigeons will start to shine and they will look very healthy.
Moulting schedule, mixed over the corn:

Week 1(Monday, Tuesday and Wdnesday): Red and green vitamins, oil and BMT-powder Dr. Peeters

Week 2: (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday): Kondyzim K3 Hesanol or Zell Oxygen

Week 3: 

Sunday: Glutamin (Amino acid solution with a wide variety of amino acids well-balanced in terms of their concentration amounts, used as a protein source which can be metabolised by the pigeon without expending a great deal of energy) + Backs Flowers Of Sulphur  + Backs Vl-SPU-MlN is a mixture of mineral substances put together in line with the latest research.

Monday: Backsi-gen (is a liquid yeast product extracted naturally. The best source for vitamins, minerals, amino acids and many other natural energy providers)+ Backs Terra Mineral ( is an excellent natural product with many trace elements. It contributes to the improvement of feather quality.)

Tuesday: Glutamin + Backs Terra Mineral

Wednesday: Backs Moor Concentrate (is extracted from moorland soils which have developed over thousands of years)  + Backs Terra Mineral

Thursday: Glutamin + Backs Flowers Of Sulphur  + Backs Vl-SPU-MlN 

From December 15th the pigeons become a tea-treatment untill February / March (every day exept Sunday then there is Pigeon T Special):

1st week: Sanoform

2nd week: Antislijm Backs (against mucous membrane infections)

3rd week: Small plantain tea

4th week: Backs Pigeon Tea

5th week: Backs willow bark tea 

6th  week: Backs Four Barks Tea

7th  week: Sanoform

Also during this treatment every day I give them Sanum, a grain herbs product. 

After this there will be a preserve treatment (10 days) against paratyphoid with Parastop from Belgica-de Weerd. No grafting!

During the whole moulting- and winter season I feed all the pigeons a moulting mixture of several sorts from Beyers, Versele Laga, Natural, Spinne and Betz.

I would thank Hans for spending the time to give the fancy an insight into his methods and feeding which I am sure will be of interest to all pigeon fanciers

Des Moore

