Ray Nesbitt interviewed by Des Moore
One of the best pigeon fancier and competitors from Western Australia
Some fliers may dispute the heading of this article, as it always starts a discussion when you call anybody no 1, it was because of this same argument i started the flier of the year competion in the West Australian pigeon racing federation many years ago, at that time there were two fanciers that dominated the competion, they were the late Harry lague and a much younger Ray Nesbitt.
Ray has continued to be the flier to beat right up till today, in the 19 years that he had competed in the metropolitan area he has been in the top ten in the federation some 15 times, he has won the top honours five times and finished second on three occasions.
Ray was a member of the Western Australian police force and one of his postings was to his home town Albany, the house that he moved was in an area where nobody had ever won a race, this didn’t last long as he won the first eight races on the program.
Ray has won fifteen federation races and twenty young bird derbys, he has topped the federation three races on end and won the federation long distance averages in 1992, 1994, and 1995. In 1995 Ray won federation flier of the year and was third federation bird of the year, he won the federation long distance averages and was 1st federation 890 klms, 

1st AJL invitation five bird 480kms, he won the club short middle and long distance averages, club flier of the year and bird of the year, 

Ray has been living in the country for quite a few years now and since living on the south coast has dominated the racing in his club.   I rest my case
If ever a person was destined to become a top fancier it was Ray Nesbitt, he was born into it, and brought up in a family of pigeon men, his grandfather and his five uncles were all bitten by the pigeon bug and became fanciers. When Rays father passed away his mother Myrtle also became a successful fancier in her own right.
The first birds raced by the Nesbitt family were some of the old imported strains, mainly of the Barkers, Spangles and the Grooter/Gits breeding, in 1958 Ray and his father purchased birds from the late Vin Blanden who at that time was one of the top pigeon men in South Australia, these birds were the mainstay of the Nesbitt lofts for many years, and are still winning today, in 1985 while holidaying in South Australia Ray purchased birds from the lofts of Keith Wickham and John Prior to add to his stable of champions.

Ray believes that proper loft management, knowing your birds capabilities, installing the proper discipline, good hygiene, a top quality pigeon mix (which the birds get twice a day) and clean water, all help to get your birds in top racing condition. His advice is to look, listen and learn, do not overcrowd your birds, as this can become unhygienic and causes stress to the birds. More does not mean better results, breed and keep the numbers you can manage, and enjoy the sport as it has many benefits, he said that our future results rest with the survivors of each season, and that good pigeon keeping is a successful partnership between you the manager and your birds and that you should readily assess any given situation and act in a responsible manner to achieve the result.

Rays loft is of very simple design, it is divided into three sections, the birds are not separated, they are fed in the centre pen, he has around 100 birds in the racing loft and those birds are freely exercised twice a day for some 30 to 40 minutes duration, this commences some six weeks prior to the first race and from there their first training flight is 50 kilometres, being all young birds, throughout the season the birds have one private toss and one federation toss each week, these tosses vary from 40 to 100 kilometres, the birds are not tossed in the latter part of the season.
 His comment on imported birds, was that these birds will have a place within our current system of racing in Australia, as they did in the early years, however various strains will come to the forefront as did the early imports, it appears that import mania is rife in Australia and it is sad to see the earlier imported pigeons being ruthlessly phased out to accommodate the new arrivals who are yet to prove themselves under our conditions.
When i asked Ray what were his thoughts on eyesign, he said that he did not have any theory regarding eyesign, and the way that he sees it is that a bird has an eye for the purpose of sight only, the colour or composition of the eye only adds to the beauty of the bird and in his opinion nothing more or nothing less, he has raced many birds with what appears to be a top quality eyesign, however the eye is only one factor contributing to a multitude of things that need to be all in top condition at the one given time to achieve success, he does not believe in eyesign.
He said that without junior fanciers being fostered any sport is destined for self destruction, there for it is paramount that we encourage the younger generation to take an interest in the sport, also there should be public awareness as to what the sport is all about and the benefits and pleasures derived from a family point of view.
Ray said that a lot of the credit for where he is today must go to his wife Jane and his family, he also said that there should be an Australian governing body which meets at least twice a year to foster good relations between all local authorities and organisations as to the keeping of pigeons, and for the purpose of improving the image and professionalism of the sport, several things that Ray said that he disliked in the sport were bad losers and petty bickering amongst fellow fanciers, who are there out of a common interest and hopefully for the betterment of the sport, the thing that he admires most is the determination of a good pigeon to achieve the ultimate at all distances and under all conditions.

Many winners have been bred in Ray Nesbitts lofts winners from all distances and all points of the compass but when you consider that over half the birds in his stock loft have won one or more races from approximately 400 miles you can understand why he seems to excel at the long races, and one race point that i should mention is the combine from Dampier this race point is over 800 miles to Rays loft, in the first race that i will mention from a field of 500 birds he clocked 8th and 13th open and the first bird was clocked at 6:30pm on the third day, this same bird bred 1st club and 1st federation at 630 miles and 1st club 3rd Barridale invitation in a distance of 630 miles, in the second Dampier race from an entry of 260 birds there were only 30 birds home and Ray won 5th. 17th and 23rd out of five birds entered

Not only do his birds excel in races overland, it appears that they can also fly over water, there were youngsters he sent to Darryl knight a fancier in Tasmania to try out, one of these youngsters won Darryl the club bird of the year award, during the season the bird would have had at least one fly over the Bass Straight approx 200 miles of water, Darryl won 1st club and 1st federation300 miles 3rd club Mt Gambier smash 400 miles and a full brother to the Mt Gambier hen has flown Murray Bridge on two separate occasions which is some 600 miles for 2nd club 6th fed then 1st club 4th fed just to mention a few.

At the time of moving to Albany, Ray was placed 2nd in the federation flier of the year consistency, he raced three years in Albany winning two club derbies one young bird championship two single bird events one two bird championship, one 470 mile smash having the only bird home into Albany four of his ten entries home and six out of eight contested 530 miles, one of these races he had the only birds on the day and another three were breakaways.

Ray gave Keith Pollard of Southern Cross six birds for the South African one million dollar race which was contested in January 2002, as is well known that that race was a disaster with only 400 birds homing out of 1653 birds sent, Ray bred 1st Australian pigeon 32nd open and 327th open and another unplaced bird, homing three out of four entered being 75% return.

He is the only fancier in the metropolitan are to win flier of the year from different loft locations both north and south of the swan river, in all he has won 23 individual races from 500 miles and beyond and has the only bird on the night in the federation from 560 miles 9:10pm and 470 miles 8:10pm, he was only one of two fanciers to clock 470 miles 8:45pm it is to be noted that flier of the year includes all clubs in the federation. He believes that the greatest competitor that he has flown against without any doubt was the late Harry lague. 

If Ray competed in some of the European countries with results like these he would be classed as a world champion

Just to finish with a little thought why is it that the road to success is always under construction. 

Visit my web site http://desmoore.tripod.com  
