Some theories are certainly interesting, and the sport of pigeon racing is full of many different theory’s, I know as I have many myself that may or may not work for others, just to give a few examples, when selecting a bird for breeding I look for the strength of the wing muscle, I do this by feeling the knuckle next to the rib cage and I judge the strength of the wing muscle by the pressure the bird exerts on the finger after you let it relax, I also look at the length of what I call the forearm if this is to long it would have the same effect as a weightlifter with long arms he has little strength in that area,  with the eye I wont have a bird where the centre of the pupil is lower than straight line of the beak,  the throat has to confirm to a certain criteria, there has to be a slight raising of the area where the tail joins the body and with the top tail feather having the  feather equal distance to both sides of the quill I also like the last couple of wing flights so be slightly open with the ends turning slightly out, these are several of my twelve points that I look for,       

Peter Matthews a friend of mine from Queensland said that I should get all my writings, ideas and theory’s down on paper as in his words I am getting on a bit now and you never know one day somebody may be interested in what I have to say, when I mentioned that I was thinking writing a book about my life and experiences in the pigeon sport to Richard Clingam the editor of the Racing Pigeon Journal he offer to assist in any way that he could,  don’t hold your breath Richard, as a matter of fact I have started writing two books one is the one about pigeons and the other is about my experience where I did a stint in East Timor,  all about the goings on at the time when the Portuguese were in control until the Indonesians came in to the country,  and my connection with the Fretlin Party who at that time were trying to get their independence,  there were two major parties in Timor one was for the land holders and the other was the Fretlin who were the Timorese people wanting their freedom.  Where is all this leading well it is to a lecture by a nob from the university who was giving a lecture that I attended, he had spent two years at taxpayers expense trying to find out why people that have their beds facing east west are more healthy than people that sleep north south, and his conclusion was that people that sleep east to west live longer than the other way, after the talk the usual question time was on, so not wanting to miss out I took my turn, I told him that I sleep east to west ,  and over the years I had problems with my lower legs have a knee that has all but collapsed, trouble with my hip and am now forced to walk with a stick,  had a prostate operation, had a brush with the big  C  have had a heart attack,  both my eyes have plastic lenses from the result of cataracts I am as deaf as a post and have had a slight stroke,  I asked what sort of condition did he think I would be in had I been sleeping north to south,  I found that is one way to wind up a lecture.           

I have found myself again with more birds than are my requirements, so have offered up to sixty birds to help reastablish any pigeon fancier that has lost his loft during the terrible fires sweeping our country, I have also a spare clock that may also help, the one thing that got up my nose was when you see a politician on the T/V trying to make political mileage on other peoples losses, the time would be better spent if these people did something constructive to help the thousands left destitute because of the fires.      

The nest bowls that I use are all clay today I took them out and gave them a good scrub I add pino clean to the water that helps to disinfect them, they were then put out to dry, in a couple of days I will give them a coat of creosote before putting them away till next year, I had thought of adding a few drops of formalin to the creosote as I found out when I had the hatchery that when you add a small amount of formalin to the incubator you always had better hatchings, 

I have been contacted by a lot of fanciers this year that were having trouble with their breeding results, mainly only having one egg hatch, I wonder if a lot of the trouble that the lofts are having is brought about by the amount of medications and antibiotics that are being fed to the birds, at one time most lofts had an open door where the birds could come and go as they please, the birds could build up their own immune systems and they found their own medications in the fields and surrounding areas, today because the birds are mostly locked away for most of their lives and fed manufactured foods their immune systems are working at half pace, have a look at some of the older fanciers past and present that developed a family of birds over many years with out medications,  they kept their family of birds intact by having first class birds and kept them that way by natural methods, look at some of the past records of some of the older fanciers such as harry holt, George kretch,  Ivan Henderson and Wally Pauperis, Wally especially he never made any vets rich.       
My grandson has just won himself a trip to the world cup cricket in south Africa, he didn’t win the trip in a raffle he won it by sheer hard work, he was one of the top salesmen of a particular item in Western Australia, he has his own white goods shop a Beta Electrical store in Claremont a suburb of Perth City, within eighteen months he has doubled the size of the shop, and turning over the sort of money that you dream about, in that time he has wiped out his bank loan does not have an overdraft owns his own unit drives a flash car,  and all he had to do to get all this  is work his butt off seven days a week at an average of 12 hours a day, not bad for a twenty two year old youngster,   it just shows that if you are prepared to work hard and set yourself goals you can succeed,  the same applies to the sport of pigeon racing look around and you will see that most of the top fanciers are the most dedicated in the sport,  it opened my eyes the first time that I visited Steve and Phyl Patrick in High Littleton,  the brothers live for their pigeons they leave no stone unturned to get the results that they do,  their whole life revolves around their pigeons their lofts are spot on the birds are a picture and they get the results that they work hard for. Ask Nigel Laycock how much work he puts into his pigeons and judge your results against his, 

I believe that Nigel is trialing several Australian birds in his loft this season, I am sure that if they are going to succeed that is the man that will bring out the best in them.            

For those of you that can lay their hands on the book the breeders digest written by Jack Curtis, have a good read of page 11 and 12 and you will see what I have been saying about the breeding conditions in our climate, although in the book he is talking about a different type of animal the same applies to pigeons, he says that in England the animals were prone to every type of disease and sickness yet they are prized beyond belief by the Australians, I hope that I don’t get into trouble mentioning quotes from another writer but I thought it worth mentioning.          Australia post the mail delivery system in Australia has problems getting mail delivered to me some times when it does arrive it has taken two months or more from when it has been posted, I have been told that if you put a 45cent stamp now 50cents on a letter they can not guarantee when and if it will be delivered, well the latest is a beauty, it was posted to me in Denmark Western Australia which was written in bold writing, with the proper code underlined, well guess where it ended up a town called Meredith in Victoria, doesn’t  that sound like Denmark, 

One would think that to get a job in the postal service the main criteria is that you have to be able to read.

My thought for the week     

A good neighbour is the one who, when borrowing a corkscrew, says bring it over
