JIM CROASDALE 

BATAVIA COAST PIGEON CLUB GERALDTON

JIM IS A VETERAN OF THE PIGEON WORLD HE WAS ONLY EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN HIS ASSOCIATION WITH THE PIGEONS STARTED, JIM IS NOW IN HIS SEVENTIES AND STILL ENJOYING HIS HOBBY , AND ALSO STILL A REGULAR MEMBER AT THE WINNERS TABLE.    JIM WAS STILL A SCHOOL BOY WHEN HE  FIRST NOTICED FLOCKS OF PIGEONS WORKING AROUND HIS HOUSE , THESE BIRDS BELONGED TO SEVERAL NEARBY LOFTS THEY WERE PASSMORE &SONS , PHIL ALLEN AND BERT RUSHES BIRDS, JIMS FIRST CLUB WAS  THE SOUTH SUBURBAN CLUB AND AS MONEY WAS VERY TIGHT IN THOSE DAYS THE CLUB LET HIM BUY HIS FIRST CLOCK ONE OF THE OLD HUDSONS THROUGH THE CLUB ON TERMS ,       THE LATE GEORGE GALVIN WAS PROBABLY THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PIGEON MAN TO JIM AT THAT TIME ALWAYS AVAILABLE WITH ADVISE AND HELP,  ALSO IN 1938 JIM HAD BIRDS FROM ALBIE MOORE AND A MR EXEL BOTH MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH SUBURBAN CLUB,     OVER THE YEARS HE HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF SEVERAL CLUBS INCLUDING AMALGAMATED ,SWAN DISTRICTS THE OLD MOUNT LAWLEY CLUB , GERALDTON AND NOW THE BATAVIA COAST, HE HAS HAD SUCCESS IN MOST OF THE MAJOR RACES IN EACH OF THE CLUBS AND  WINNING AS IN JIMS WORDS A RACE OR TWO OR THREE EACH YEAR AT CLUB LEVEL, THIS YEAR HAS BEEN VERY FRUITFUL FOR JIMS BIRDS WINNING SEVENTEEN RACES IN THE BATAVIA COAST CLUB, THERE ARE ONLY EIGHT MEMBERS IN HIS CLUB ,EVEN SO TO WIN THAT MANY RACES IS QUITE AN ACHIEVEMENT   BUT UNFORTUNATELY HAS NEVER HAD THE SAME SUCCESS IN COMBINE RACES IN THE SEVEN OR EIGHT THAT HE HAS  COMPETED IN NOT ONE CERTIFICATE HAS BEEN WON .     . THERE WERE SEVERAL BREAKS IN JIMS RACING THE FIRST WAS DURING THE WAR YEARS WHEN HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE 4TH AUSTRALIAN PIGEON SECTION , FOR THOSE OF YOU THAT ARE WAITING FOR THE ARTICLE ON PIGEONS AT WAR IT WONT BE TILL EARLY IN THE NEW YEAR AS IT  IS VERY SLOWLY COMING TOGETHER, I AM HOPING TO INCLUDE AS MUCH AS I CAN ON THE ENGLISH PIGEONS AT WAR IN THE SAME STORY,   ANYWAY BACK TO JIMS STORY , THE OTHER BREAK WAS THE YEARS 1964 TO 1991.QUITE A LONG WHILE TO BE AWAY FROM THE BIRDS , BUT WITH PIGEON MEN THE FLAME IS ALWAYS THERE IF ONLY DORMANT FOR A PERIOD OF TIME IT ALWAYS SEEMS TO IGNITE AGAIN..      AT ONE TIME JIM WAS TAKEN WITH EYE SIGN BUT HAS SOON CONCLUDED THAT IT IS A PHYSICAL INHERITANCE , BUT IF BIRDS DO NOT INHERIT THEIR PARENTS BRAIN AND BRAWN IT COUNTS FOR NOUGHT, HE ALSO BELIEVES THAT BIRDS CAN BE HEALTHY BUT NOT RACING FIT AND ARE BETTER FOR TWO TOSSES A WEEK FROM 30 TO 40 KL, ALONG WITH THEIR USUAL RACES ESPECIALLY FOR THE FIRST 12 WEEKS OF THE SEASON .   THE STRAIN OF BIRDS IN JIMS LOFT ARE MAINLY BUNTERS , LAGUE ,  GOODLET ,  WHEATLEY AND BARRY MITCHELL HE HAS THESE BIRDS BECAUSE THEY ARE GOOD ROBUST RACING PERFORMERS AT ALL DISTANCES,   HE BELIEVES THAT SOME IMPORTED BIRDS WILL DO WELL BUT DOUBTS THAT THEY WILL EVER SHAME OUR AUSSIE BEST , IN WAYS TO IMPROVE THE SPORT JIM SAID THAT IF IN NON CLASSIC CLUB  RACES A YOUNG BIRD RACE AND AN OPEN RACE WERE CONDUCTED ON THE SAME DAY WITH THE SAME LIBERATION TIME AND POINT , ALSO THAT IN EACH RACE DAY THAT SIX PLACES BE PAYED INSTEAD OF THE THREE AS IT IS NOW IN THE PROGRAMME , IN CLASSIC RACES A SINGLE BIRD AT NO EXTRA FEE AND ALSO ELIGIBLE TO WIN THE MAIN RACE AND AGAIN SIX PLACES BE PAYED INSTEAD OF THREE .     JIM SAID THAT HE HATED THE WORD PIGEON RACING FOR OUR SPORT , TO USE THE WORD RACING LOOSES THE MOST ESSENTIAL FACT THAT THE BIRDS ARE HOMING TO A LOFT AND THE WORD RACING IS A HARSH TERM , IN OTHER SPORTS THE TERM RACING IS DELETED , THERE ARE TURF CLUBS YACHT CLUBS AND ROWING CLUBS , HE SAID THAT EGOTISM BROUGHT IN PIGEON  RACING TO THE DETERIMENT OF PIGEON HOMING CLUBS ,IT WAS THE IMAGE TERM  HOMING PIGEON THAT WON BRAVE APPROVAL OF THE PUBLIC MIND.  WHAT HE LIKES ABOUT THE SPORT ARE ALL THE GOOD NATURED AND MOTIVATED CLUB MEMBERS NOT NESSARILY HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL , HE ALSO ADMIRES BIRDS THAT DO WELL IN RACES NO MATTER WHO OWNS THEM , IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT JIM IS A GREATER ADMIRER THAN A FLIER OF PIGEONS , I AM SURE THAT THERE ARE A LOT OF FANCIERS THAT FALL INTO THIS CATEGORY .    ASKED IF HE HAD ANY SECRET FORMULAS TO GIVE HIS PIGEONS STAYING POWER JIM JUST LAUGHED AND SAID WE ALL HAVE BUT I AM NOT GOING TO REVEAL MINE , HE SAID THAT IF HE LIVED TO BE A HUNDRED HE WOULD STILL BE HEARING STORIES OF DIFFERENT METHODS , IN EARLIER DAYS THE FISHERMEN ON THE ISLANDS OFF GERALDTON WOULD RELEASE PIGEONS JUST BEFORE THEY RETURNED HOME SO THEIR FAMILIES WOULD KNOW THAT THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY     JIM LOVES HIS PIGEONS FOR HIM IT IS A REMINDER OF A MUCH SIMPLER TIME ,THANKS JIM FOR FINDING THE TIME TO  RETURN THE QUESTIONNAIRE IT IS EXTREMELY HARD TO DO A PERSONAL INTERVIEW WHEN THE PERSON THAT YOU ARE DOING THE PROFILE ON IS SIX HUNDRED MILES AWAY FROM YOUR DOOR , ALSO MANY THANKS FOR THE LIST OF THE NAMES OF THE WEST AUSTRALIANS IN THE FOURTH AUSTRALIAN PIGEON SECTION DURING THE WAR.    

TO FINISH OFF WITH I USED TO THINK THAT I WAS INDECISIVE , BUT NOW I AM NOT SO SURE .

