Tim Fawcett

South Australian homing pigeon association

Tim first became interested in pigeons at the tender age of eight years old; it was at that age he became a partner with his grandfather the late Ros Grivell, 

His grandfather was the greatest influence in getting him started they flew in partnership on and off for fifteen years until 1998, at that time Tim started racing in his own right.  Brian Fretter was another that had quite an influence on Tim maintaining his interest in the sport; Brian is a very successful flier in the S.A.H.P.A, 

Before he moved to his new location Brian and Tim flew in partnership for two years, this season Tim is flying on his own,   

His initial birds came from his grandfather, he selected eight birds from their top pairs all out of the racing loft, those birds were predominantly Allan Goodgers, Alan was a former champion flier in South Australia in the 1970/80 two were the 69111 blood lines, later eight birds were purchased from Rob Wilson who owned Granville stud in South Australia, also there were birds from the late John Prior who was arguably Australia’s best fancier at the time of his death, Priors pigeons have been out standing for Tim in the past few years, there were other birds obtained from his good friend Brian Fretter another hen Tim said was his top stock hen was a gift from Alan Chapman he also received a top hen from Grant Patterson.  

Eyesign is another thing that Tim is not a great believer in he said that the best eyes are the ones that enter the trap first, but what he does like to see is the birds carrying the same eye as the best birds in their family and they usually do,  

Training starts with a 40 to 50 klm toss, then slowly increased, the birds are trained hard when racing starts, they usually get three tosses a week from 120 km 50 km then 80 km.      The birds are fed equal rations of peas and wheat initially with addition of 1/3rd mix of maize, safflower and coprice g, the peas are increased with the distance and extra maize added in extremely cold weather, vitamins, minerals and electrolytes are added twice a week, 

Tims thoughts on imported birds is that there are good and bad birds among the imports as there is in the Australian birds, he has had reasonable success with imported birds he said that if you manage to get a good one it is usually a very good one, he believes that if a bird does not perform within a couple of years it should be eliminated, 

His main family of birds are bred from the John Prior and the Goodger birds, the Prior birds are predominantly the Goodger so make an ideal cross, he also only purchases cock birds if an addition is required and then only from Priors champion race or stock birds, 

Tim said that he was a little disappointed at the way the sport has gone over the past couple of years, when he first started in the 1980 there was great mateship and laughs, guys used to swap and borrow birds and have good times, since people started paying big dollars for birds mainly imports, they have also got more serious and look to reap cash back on their purchases, it seems funny because prizemoney generally has fallen over the years, but people still seem to pay more for their birds, 

He dislikes a sore looser in any sport, win lose or draw he said that he will always shake anybody’s hand and normally be the first to do that, some people are way to serious and always look for excuses when they get beaten, his thoughts are don’t make excuses make ways to improve, there are many fanciers that Tim admires but he said that he can only speak of the ones that he has flown against, not in any order he rates John Prior as one of the best, he has been 7 times champion flier in South Australia,  John had a saying it was if you are good enough you might beat me,   there is also Brian Fretter, Brian has achieved top results over the last eight or nine years and taught Tim a great deal about how to get to the top when racing in partnership with him, there is also Wayne Myers who has been a top flier for many years, Tim said that he and Wayne have remained friends over the years and that he has also learned a lot from Wayne, a lot of the help that his friends had given Tim shows in the results which include gaining over 30 fed places in the last two years that includes races up to 820 miles with over  5000 birds entered and just under 400 lofts competing,    there are many more wins to Tims credit  but probably one of the sweetest was when he won $10,000:00 in the Logan City breeders plate

Results like that must put Tim amongst the best fanciers in Australia at present still competing.

