Bernie Guile  

Bunbury racing pigeon club

Berne started keeping pigeons as a small boy way back in 1936, the first pigeon he bought had a broken wing for this bird he paid one shilling and sixpence, Bernies love for pigeons began through a friend of his fathers named Joe Bucknall, Joe was a great fancier that had many breeds of pigeons both fancy and racing, his backyard was completely taken up with lofts, for several years most of Bernies school holidays were spent at the home of Joe Bucknall in Bunbury, in 1940 Bernies father who worked for the railways was transferred to Narrogin, it was there that he became a junior member of the Narrogin racing pigeon club, it was then he obtained some very good birds one was from Alby list a respected flier with the Maylands club also from Ted Sharp from Albany  and a Dinny Meagher from collie who had a family of reds that were great pigeons that flew for many years on the hard east line.

Like his father Bernie worked for the railways and in 1946 he was transferred to Bunbury that was the year that the Bunbury racing pigeon club was formed so he was fortunate to be one of its founding members, during his time with the club Bernie has at one time or other has held every official position in the club and in 1976 was presented with a fifty year service certificate, in 1970 he became ring secretary and held that position right through till 1996.   With the formation of the pigeon club in Bunbury several top breeds of pigeons were brought into the area from Perth and also Victoria and N.S.W. Bernie said that he was fortunate in obtaining good birds from Stan Stovie and a Mr T Weaver from Perth also a Mr T Vernon from collie 

Mr Vernon purchased a Cook winner from the sale of Tommy Evans Bernie obtained several birds from this pigeon that proved top pigeons.

In fifty years racing in the Bunbury club he has won from every race point, including several of their top events the one that has eluded him has been the breeders plate he has often been placed in this event but never won it

Bernie said that regarding eye sign that he has read many books on the subject but doesn’t believe that it is the most important thing for a pigeon to possess, he considers that the eye should have good colour well set in the head and in his opinion the eye tells all with regards the health of the bird, he try’s to not mate two birds with the same colour eye, and although he is not a fan of eye sign he said that he has never handled a good pigeon that hasn’t had an excellent eye, Bernie likes a small to medium size bird that carries nothing at the rear has good balance and a two feather tail , a short narrow back wing secondaries running in a straight line,a good step up to and again at no7, he does not like big pigeons and has never won over a distance with a big bird he likes a narrow mouth and a bit of strength when opening the beak also the curtain in the back of the throat and the tongue lying nice and flat in the bottom of the beak

Bernie said that he is not one for pedigrees preferring to breed from performance of the pigeons, the basket and the landing board is where the best birds come from Bernie said that he has to like the look of a pigeon and his judgment as to whether a pigeon would fit into his own family, it is also necessary to keep numbers down, so culling of those that do not fit the requirements is important 

The birds are fed on one third protein and two thirds carbohydrates the birds also consume a large amount of charcoal, they go through a plastic bucket per week this he stores in bins he collects the charcoal from friends with wood burners, during the breeding season the parents introduce the charcoal to the youngsters so it becomes a natural part of their diet he said that he never has to de crop the birds as they are always nice and clean inside. 

The only medication used is turbosole for canker and ST6 for lice and worms both these he obtains from Dr Rob Marshall.    Bernies thoughts on imported birds is that it will take several generations before they can give their best results he has tried a few to date and find that they handle our conditions better when crossed with the old Australian families.    Bernie said that it is becoming a very expensive exercise for young people to get into pigeon racing this makes it difficult to promote, he said that he has paid a lot for birds over the years but his best birds came from gifts from fellow fanciers, he does not advocate two day races although two or three a year would be acceptable he said that races where the pigeon has to fly 250-300 klm on the second day, especially in the south west of West Australia. When they are tired and scattered make them easy picking for the falcons he prefers a 400 mile race where it takes all day a good pigeon will give its all on the day and if they don’t make it on the day they are around the loft first thing in the morning, he likes his birds to exercise for a good hour every morning, ranging well away from the loft before tossing, he prefers to exercise the young birds before he tosses them to take the sting out of them, he then tosses them about 20 klm as often as possible before the first race, this he does in the late afternoon, in the mornings he delays feeding them for about 30 minutes after their exercise until they settle down, he entices them to trap with tit bits he said that he finds that they eat better and then spend the rest of the day sleeping quietly on their perches, Bernie said that he has met many very fine fanciers over the years so when I asked him to name one he found it difficult to decide, he thought that Joe Bucknall who he mentioned earlier made a lasting impression on him and nearer his generation he mentioned that he had great respect and admiration for  frank Bunter from Perth who is still going strong, he is a great pigeon fancier. Unfortunately of late Bernie has developed a few lung problems and finds it nessary to wear a mask in the loft; this has curtailed his participation in the sport although he still finds it enjoyable being with the birds.

Thanks very much for the time in giving me the information to do a report on you Bernie

MY THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK THE BEST WAY TO REMEMBER YOUR WIFES BIRTHDAY IS TO FORGET IT ONCE

