Allan Campbell

Many articles and profiles have been written about great fliers those that have been in the sport for a long period of time and the one day wonders but how many have been written about a new fancier and his thoughts and hopes in the sport, well you are about to get one now, recently I had the privilege to meet the Campbell family from the Fremantle pigeon racing club, this loft has the ingredients to make it to the top, all the family which consists of mum Julie father Allan and their three children liase Steven and Allan jnr , all pitch in and do their share of looking after the pigeons,   it could be interesting on race day to see what bird will go into the clock as each selects their favourite bird.   I first met the Campbell family when they were on holiday in our part of the state I received a phone call from Allan asking if they could come and have a look at the birds, nobody has ever been refused with that request, it was not long before the visitors arrived, I was surprised by the enthusiasm shown by all the family and the keenness to learn as much as they could about the birds, over a cuppa tea I found out that they first became interested in pigeons in 1996, they built on to an existing shed and then added a few cheap pigeons , it did not take long before the family found that they had a hobby that they could all participate in as a group and get involved in together , it was then that they decided to get serious about their new found sport,    so along to the nearest club which was the Fremantle club,      Allan said that they have been overwhelmed by the help and advice given them by their new club members, this could also be an advantage to the club as I am sure they will be an asset to the club for many years to come, George Duzavich and Terry Hindmarsh designed their new racing loft with Ray Ledger designing the breeding loft, when the lofts were finished it was time to decide what birds to add to the loft to start racing with,     it was decided to start with several different breeds to see how they went the main birds were from the Spangles, Jurions, Raconteur, Phoenix blues and several from Des Moore, from these birds 60 have been bred to start the new season with,  on top of the fanciers mentioned  all said that he would also like to thank dot and the late Jim Tresize and Hec Hendy for their support and advise.

The feeding of the birds is the one thing that is most important to get correct according to Allan, many different mixes had been tried out and eventually the family settled on a mix made by Frank Howard from city milling it consists of 4 of wheat 2 of peas 2 of barley 1 of coprice 1/4 kalo 1/4 of whole corn. Allan said that being new to the sport he thought that it was a large sport that very few people knew about, there are many clubs to chose from if you know where to find them, he said that there are many people that they admire in the sport all ready to give and advise especially those members he has met in the Fremantle club, he also thought that the sport had a big future if it was a little more advertised, Allan snr keeps the whole family entertained with his pigeon stories his favourite is when he used to sell pigeons at the markets and a few days later they would be back in their shed at home. One other comment made is that the family would like to see the east line flown again. I am sure that the lofts of the Campbell family will be a force to be reckoned with in years to come mark my words.
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