Patrick bros of high Littleton

Steve and Phillip Patrick are two of the most dedicated pigeon fanciers that I have had the pleasure to meet, their life is centred around their birds, their pigeons are housed in magnificent lofts where they are doted on like children, only the best birds are housed in these lofts and no expense is spared in acquiring the best, the brothers have the use of the rear gardens of their house and also their neighbours, the area surrounding the lofts are kept in a well manicured garden state with a lawn area and flower gardens, because of the distance from the house the  lofts have a system installed to alert them if anybody enters the area of their birds,  the first birds kept were the Buschaerts and Kirpatricks ,these birds were from Arthur Hills the maestro from St Just in Cornwall,  Arthur was also their tutor he put them on the right road to be successful pigeon fanciers,    it was in 1982 that the firm of Patrick bros started to make their mark in the pigeon racing world since that year they have averaged better than ten times first per year , they are not fanciers that have to send large teams of birds to get the results that they have achieved,  most years they have only carried from seven to twenty five birds in their racing loft and that is including yearlings,    up to the time of my visit they had won 1st section national with a single entry three times they had also won 1st and 2nd section middle distance counties with 3000 plus entries , they have also won many national and fed positions, to many to put into this article as it would take several pages to list,  I will give the performance of two of their better birds firstly Oniview Queen she was the winner of over a thousand pounds her wins included 2nd Nantes 1st Rennes also 1st Saints 472 miles the only bird in the club on day of liberation she was also 3rd section Pau 636 miles 5,976 birds

The other is Oniview Gram winner of nearly 1500 pounds she won 5 x 1st in inland races, 2 x 2nd Sartilly, 3rd Nantes 1st Rennes 20th section St Malo national 9651 birds competing and 5th section Pau national in the 1995 smash, in later years the birds that put up some very remarkable performances for the Patrick bros were of the Jan Arden bloodlines of Maratha Van Geel, Peter Van Den Eijwden, Kuyper bros and Van Den Wegen, these performances were attained with birds racing in Newbury Berkshire and Craven Arms Shropshire ,  on 1st June 1996 the bros moved to High Littleton, because of this move it was expected that they would have little racing in their first year in which was in the 1997  season,  this move did not stop them from winning in 1997-98 10 x 1st the racing pigeon head on the block competion and the young bird averages in the High Littleton club for 1997,  since their move they have figured prominently in the national and classic races taking several top section and open positions most of these sending small teams of around three entries, the Jan Aardens listed above were the main breed of bird first kept at their new loft in High Littleton since then they have decided to try out the Van Loons ,  birds were purchased from Phonetic lofts and Staddon Bros , these bird were either bred direct from Planet Bros birds or they purchased birds bred by Planet Bros they have also added birds of the Janssen breeding these birds are from the champion De Felle,        while we were at their lofts they gave us a demonstration of their trapping methods,  a pigeon was released and let to fly for a while,  when the bird was called down it dropped like a stone straight into the loft, a well known flier who lives close,   by the name of Vic was last seen heading up the path mumbling something that sounded like bloody hell as he headed home to review his own trapping methods.   

The old bird loft has an apex roof with vents, there is one at each end of the loft with each section having an additional vent at the front there are also roof tiles that let light into the loft, there are two sections with two doors for each section, each door has louvres that can be closed when needed, the loft measures twenty four feet by nine feet, there is a wide corridor running the length of the loft.  This loft will hold a maximum of twenty four widowhood cocks, the cocks are hopper fed tic beans plus morning and evening have one teaspoon of hormoform and widowhood mixture mixed together this mix is for channel racing, as the same birds have to fly the inland races they are then fed in pots in their boxes, garlic is also given twice weekly, training for these birds is to 30 miles then 20 miles between races.    The young bird loft measures 18 feet by 7 feet this also has an apex roof with internal lights, this loft normally houses 30 young birds which go on the darkness system there is a landing board at chest level for the birds to land on they then trap through an open window, their first toss is to 20 miles they are then trained between races, the young birds fly twice over the channel, the birds are fed tic beans and maples with a small mixture plus hormoform and 5% homon pellets the birds are also given garlic twice weekly,    the breeding loft is also very spacious it has a flight out the front which allows the breeders to get plenty of fresh air, after looking at the breeding stock one can see how they are thriving in their environment 

Just a little thought when your children get old enough that you can stand them they can’t stand you
