Moore from Western Australia
Mycoplasmosis is a disease caused by a minute germ that may be described as being half way between a bacterium and a virus.  It has been the cause of heavy losses in poultry, especially in broilers and is often associated with a virus infection, known as infectious bronchitis, whether or not a virus is present with mycoplasmosis in pigeons is not known.
The infection may be spread by direct contact through the droppings, food, water and by droplet infection and also through the egg, recovered birds probably have some degree of immunity but tend to become carriers and it is in this way that the disease is passed to young birds year after year,  
The symptoms are a thick mucous discharge from the nostrils, easily demonstrated by putting pressure between the finger and thumb, soiled wattles, inflamed mouth and throat, and the mucous membrane covered by a greyish catarrhal slimy exudate, in the later stages a rattling sound which is most easily heard in the loft at night, sometimes blobs of jelly like substance are expectorated by the birds and are found on the loft walls, flying capability is greatly reduced owing to the obstruction of the air passages this may be one of the reasons why so many young birds fail to return from races.
No known treatment will successfully eradicate the disease from the loft as so many adult birds are chronic carriers and it is virtually impossible for a racing pigeon fancier to keep his birds free from infection when each week they are subject to potential infection in a transporter on the way to a race point.

Cats that horrible word for the pigeon fancier, it is also a horrible word for causing life threating infections in humans, there have been a couple of scribes mention the household moggy in their articles with Rod Adam’s mentioning about cat fever, but what should be mentioned are the many other problems caused by a bite or scratch from a cat, when my youngest daughter was carrying her baby the doctor advised her to make sure that she was not infected by one of her cats as a bite from the cat can cause an infection that could cause the baby to be still born within two hours from the start of the infection, there can also be a disaster  for anybody with certain health problems from contact with the cat, they can also infect a baby and cause a very high fever just by licking the babies face, maybe the problem with cats can be used as an argument for any body having trouble with councils to throw in how many households have had council and neighbour approval to keep a moggy on their premises considering the infection problem transmitted from cats.
I have just been reading journal from the university of Western Australia, a section of the journal included a collection of apparently genuine medical notes, over the next couple of articles i will mention some of them, to start with, **the patient is tearful and crying constantly, she also appears depressed**, **the patient refused an autopsy**, **discharge status alive, but without permission**, **the patient has no past history of suicides**. I will bring a few more up in the next article, 

Don’t tell me that the R.P. Doesn’t get around, my latest copy did at least, it turned up in Zurich as first port of call, it apparently had been opened there, it then went to Sydney which is a lot closer to me only 3000 miles away then from there to me, in Sydney the customs had opened it, probably looking for smuggled pigeon eggs.

Had an interesting phone call the other day a lady asked what was the best way to stop the snakes eating her pigeon eggs and the young in the nest, i told her to put the nest boxes higher up so the snakes would have trouble reaching them, either that or make a flywire screen around the bottom of the cage high enough to stop the snakes getting over the top, she rang back later with another problem she said that once the babies were in the air they were attacked by crows and falcons, the best way to discourage  crows is to put out a poison bait,  the hawk’s will not take a bait and if they do it was not intended for them only the crows.

Recent study’s have shown that children who have been given antibiotics nearly always suffer with health problems later in life, the main problems are allegories and asthma, it is believed they weaken the immune system and therefore makes it easier for the problems to penetrate the body, over the years the over use of antibiotics in our pigeons has the same effect, i never use them on my birds they only get natural treatments and their colliodal silver,  if given the proper diet they never need chemicals to keep them fit and healthy, my meatmeal mix that i give the birds has everything that i believe helps to build up their immune systems, i have a copy of this on my web page. ( http://desmoore.tripod.com ) Vic Craig from Essex in England e-mailed me to say that using my feed mix he won six races this season.

Did you know that in Australia if you purchase any goods or services on your credit card and those goods or services are not supplied the card holder is legally entitled to have the charges reversed, the credit provider (bank or financial institution) cannot simply say that the cardholder must claim on her/his insurance or try and recoup the money themselves, the credit provider who is the bank has no other option and must reverse the transaction if you ask them to, if you would like a copy of the consumer credit card act get in touch and i will get one to you. They will try and get out of returning your money but they have no choice they have to credit your account with the amount that you lost.

The Mallee Classic Australia’s premier one loft race has been flown and won, not by this fancier as usual, my birds went the wrong side of the mountains, what was disappointing is the fact that my birds were in the places in the two lead up races and because of that i fancied by birds in the final race. Max smith took home the spoils again, looks like he will be adding an extension to the butchers shop with all his new found wealth, the best i could do was the best Western Australian pigeon in the final race, no money for that, There were nominated birds from overseas fanciers they were from Japan Canada and England and possibly more countries that i don’t know about, it was interesting to note that a David Massey from England took home a cool $2000:00 from the pools enough to pay for a holiday in this great country of ours, as the import of pigeons into Australia make it impossible to bring your own birds from outside of Australia, the birds entered by overseas fanciers are bred for them by Australian lofts, you have a choice of being nominated a loft spare or having a fancier breeding your entries for you.
My foundation Van Loon cock bird down from the original first imports has filled an egg this year after a couple of years not being able to do so, I know the youngster is his as I have him in a separate box mated to his grandaughter, he has a beautiful baby in the box, this youngster will go direct into breeding as I always believe if you want a good stock bird breed it from the best of your older birds, the best racers come from your younger breeders, that is why most top fliers have an average age of up to five years in their breeding box,  last year I did the same with a young Janssen cock bred from a son of  Fred Chadwicks Mealy hen the one that came in to the country with his first batch of imports and as he always said was the best bird that he ever imported from England

I found a couple of interesting sites on the web recently they are worth a look, one tells you just about any subject and how it works the site is called www.howstuffworks.co  the other is a site mainly about health it is www.researchaustralia.org  

I have also added several new pages to my web site; one is the thought of Des Moore, a joke page and a page where you can have an article that you have written added

Now for my thought for the week

Diplomacy is when you make your inlaws feel at home when you wish they were
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