Moore from Western Australia

Pigeon pox seems to be on the rise i don’t know if it is because pigeon fanciers are not taking precautions to prevent it, or don’t care, they are putting birds in the race basket that are still not properly cured from the problem and it only takes one bird with the disease in the basket and you can bet your bottom dollar that all the birds in the basket will take it home to their lofts,   pigeon pox is a highly contagious disease which is very similar in cause and effect to fowl pox in poultry, it is most common in warm weather, when the symptons come to the surface it is normally small round hard nodules on parts of the head mainly around the eyes on the eyelids and the wattles of the birds, they are flesh coloured at first and then darken as the disease  progresses, they vary in size from between 2mm and 5mm, in some cases there may be yellow cheesy growths in the mouth usually in the area of the beak and often under the tongue, these signs can often be confused with canker, but unlike canker these growths don’t affect the throat.  Pigeon pox is caused by a virus called borrelia which gains access through an abrasion on the skin or mucous membrane, any affected birds should be promptly isolated away from contact with other pigeons, the growths whether external or in the mouth can be painted on alternate days with a mild silver nitrate protein around 25% strong which can be made up for you at the local chemist, iodine is another cure for pigeon pox but a bit more drastic and is only recommended when the growths are in the mouth, dig out the growth then apply the iodine with a cotton bud and the pox will clear up in no time, silver protein is better when the pox is around the eyes as it will not harm the eyes,   a few things to remember when you find pox in your lofts, always handle the affected birds last,  wash your hands before handling other birds,  never place infected birds in any places where you intend to place your other birds, and remember prevention is better than cure once you get pox in your club or federation i am afraid the only way to protect your birds is to vaccinate the birds some thing that you should only do as a last resort because once done it becomes a nessary regular exercise , i don’t know if i have been lucky but i have not had pox for quite a number of years in my birds, the colliodal silver that i give my birds may also have been of help.

Here we go again in Australia another chemical company is in strife for having poor quality control in their medications made for human consumption, if they have this problem with medications for humans one can only guess what is happening to the way medications for animals are made, all this does is offer more ammunition for people that push for more natural medications, i have an old book about some of the treatments for animals many years ago and i am sure that if we went back to some of these treatments there would not be as many problems with health as there is with the miracle cures that we are pelted with every day, i still use copper sulphate on my birds as a cure for canker and it has been along time since i have had that problem in my loft, i use a teaspoon full into 10 litres of water once a week except the breeding season when i don’t give the birds any as i have it in my meatmeal mix a copy of which i have on my web page

My daughter had to go into hospital for a medical procedure, before she did they sent her a list of instructions, one i thought was quite odd it read, on arrival at the hospital you will be taken to the recovery room to change and await transfer to the treatment room, you will be asked to empty your bladder and put any valuables in the locker at the side of your bed and give the key to the secretary, doesn’t that make the mind boggle.
Recently i read in an article in the R.P. About the rip off by D.E.F.R.A. In England regarding a bird that was returned from America, i know from past experiences how much they rip off any body trying to import birds into England, as i said in previous articles it cost more to get the birds handed over the counter in England than all the costs of getting the birds from Australia to the other side of the counter and that is only from the plane to the counter, i have sent birds through another country destined for England for a fraction of the cost, that is another reason that i doubt whether i will be sending more birds to England, while we are on the subject of my birds in England see nigel Rigani clocked a bird where the dam was a straight Des Moore to be 3rd section a in the B.B.C. Y/B national from lamballe this year.
Having trouble working out some of the correspondence that you receive because it is written in a language you don’t understand, well help is close by log on to 
 HYPERLINK http://WWW.FREETRANSLATION.COM 

www.freetranslation.com
  and you problem will be solved.
Anybody see the world athletic games recently if you did you will notice the difference in some of the runners, when you work out the build of the runners it is the same as our pigeons, the sprinters had it all up front big balls of muscle needed for the effort involved to get over short distances as quick as possible, then there were the marathon men, thin wiry and very little visible muscle, the fellow from Morocco who led from start to finish winning the gold medal looked as if he could do with a good meal, isn’t that the same requirements for the racing pigeon short and muscles for the sprints and lean and mean for the distance  

What constitutes a pure strain of pigeons, if there is such a thing, every strain is made up of a blend of the best of other strains, after several years of breeding or having been in the game for a long period of time a fancier is entitled to call his pigeons after himself, i was asked how pure are the DES MOORES dark check family, well they are as pure as any other breed, when i started to develop the strain i set myself a list of twelve points that i thought were nessary in the breeding of a good racing pigeon, at the completion of the breeding season i checked the birds and any that came up to at least ten of the points i never raced only tossed them,  then after they developed i went through them again to select the best for a try in the breeding cage, there were quite a few failures before i got what i wanted, i started with the old Australian family’s, these i found hard to lose but they were a bit slow so i had to look around for a suitable cross to add that speed, this i found in a cock that i was given as a gift by Fred chadwick from his imported Ponderosa  Janssens mated to a Van loon hen from the Planet Brothers imports, i only kept one hen from this mating to use in my family, she is the hen on my home page on the web site http://desmoore.tripod.com  she had an immediate impact  as soon as i tried the first lot of babies they started winning from day one and since then have won in nearly all Australian states from club to combine level, they also breed on as i now have three generations of winners in their breeding, i now have them as i want them i have even mated bro/sister and have bred good racing pigeons, they seem to relish hard racing, the harder the day the better they fly, there have been several instances in races over four hundred miles with only a few home on the day they are nearly always among the birds home.

Collywobbles, what does that mean well it is a term used in Australia to describe one of the football teams in the national competion, they are able to get into the finals occasionally but when they do the game that matters most the final they get the collywobbles and carnt handle the pressure, lucky it is not catching for other teams to get

To finish with my thought for the week

If your wife insists on learning to drive don’t stand in her way
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