


Moore from Western Australia

Who is the stupid one then, i have always told anybody that enters a pigeon loft that they should always wear at least a mask dust coat and a hat, after all that i was down the loft the other day and decided that i would go through the birds to see what there was left in the loft, to see what i would hold on to till next year, and what to continue the season with, all this without a mask or my dust coat, and boy did i suffer i thought that night i was going to die, i had trouble breathing and had thoughts of getting the doctor i was that bad, lesson learned for Des don’t ever try that again, even if you don’t have trouble with the dust you would have to be out of your mind not to wear a mask in the loft as it is only a matter of time before you have trouble.  

Over the school holidays i decided to take the grand children into Albany for a days outing
lesson number two, bad thinking besides the cost and the worry there was another happening, one of the girls spotted a shiny toy that she just had to have, so muggins brought it for her, during the afternoon i found that quite a few lovely ladies were giving me a big smile which was good for the ego until i walked past a mirror and saw a big yobbo with his ugly stubbled face covered with pieces of glitter, it was then that i realised the smile from the ladies was their way of building up to a full blown laugh.

Had a phone call from a member of a Roller Society telling me the problems that they are having with the butchers from above commonly known as predators, he said that the day they released their kits of birds used to be a family day, wives and children used to enjoy the day watching the birds falling tumbling and rolling in the sky, but lately things have changed every release their birds are attacked by the falcons, and this is not in the country but in the city, they are having several of their birds killed every time that they fly them. This has become very distressing for their family’s especially the children he asked what could be done to stop the carnage, when i told him what was happening to our pigeons with this same protected species, he could not believe that the powers that be could not organise a cull to bring their numbers into proportion with the rest of the birdlife.

Breakpoints for racing has always been a talking point among pigeon folk, i was recently asked what were my thoughts on a breakpoint in a club or fed, one club that i was a member of raced to a break point for a period of time, the reason was the birds came into town the same way each week and any loft west of that line were always out of the money, the problem was resolved by making two sections in the club, a lot of thought has to go into any decision that you might make regarding break points as you don’t want to make bad flyers champions just by giving them a break point,  a lot of things have to be taken into consideration, such things as line of flight prevailing wind direction magnetic lines and mountain ranges, i feel that only flyers living within a five km radius of the centre of a given point should get any relief and that should not be given until a lot of research has been done, the point should also be at least ten km from home, in our instance we give a break point to the fliers in the club west of the town, the reason being is that we have the Bennet Ranges running north to south dividing the lofts the birds always come on the eastern side of the ranges making it impossible for the western lofts to win.  When i last raced in Albany i never supported a break point for my particular position as i lived 55km west of the club, this would have given me a decided advantage over the rest of the members as they would have to give me at least an hour to get my birds, most races i clocked within a half hour of the town birds, so you can see by that i would have come out on top most weeks. One way to help your loft be competive is to motivate your birds, there are many ways widowhood roundabout or the jealousy system are just a few, there are a lot of books around these days that could help you decide which one suits you, because most Australian lofts race to the perch the fancier doesn’t try any sort of motivation, they wonder why they have a good year then the next year without doing anything different they fly like dogs, maybe they should go to the lofts one night and see how many birds have mated and are in the same perch the birds find their own motivation in spite of the fancier. 

Recently on the box there was a report on one of the biggest cattle stations in the country their cattle are reputed to be some of the best in the world, it was interesting to hear that they feed lot their cattle with their own mix which has a high proportion of meatmeal, 

If pigeon fanciers added meatmeal to their feed it would help to develop the type of youngsters that are needed to get to the top.     

At a sale this year there were birds for sale that i had gifted to a fancier, the interesting part is that the birds made a better price than i could get if i sold those same birds myself, makes you think do birds get a better price because of the loft name or the quality of the birds.    

 To finish of with my thought for the week

Diplomacy is when you make your inlaws feel at home when you wish they were

