Len Johnstone
       **Kum-Back-Lofts**
Wallsend Pigeon Club
Newcastle and Coalfields Federation
As a young lad Len s father always kept a few birds, but never got around to racing them, this is what started Lens interest in pigeons he first started racing in 1962 with gift birds from who ever had birds to spare, the early birds were the Cranes but unfortunately he let them go they were very good birds for him but as usual you always let you best go he is sorry that he didn’t keep some of those birds for himself, 
But now it is a different story as he has several breeds of birds in his loft they are the Misfud Barkers from B.K. Jones, Dordin Barker cross from Mick Embleton, a Dordin cock from Jack Sewell, a Barker Dordin from a G Walters, and a pair of Ray Wesche Konipious. His best birds today consist of the Misfud and the Misfud Dordin cross, around 1993 he bought some Misfud and Peter Paes from an old flier from Curl-Curl Ben Beauman, these crossed in well with his family.
The feeding of the birds is pretty basic with swift race mix with corn added the birds are hand fed until they go to water, they are housed in an open fronted loft with air vents top and bottom at the back, Len keeps his system pretty simple the birds are worked around the loft for one hour early in the morning and when racing starts the birds are raced every second week if fit, the week that they are not raced they are given a toss on the federation truck on Sunday morning, although he has no definite thoughts on eyesign he always looks for a strong bright eye.
He also prefers the old Australian families to the imported birds.
Over the past years Len had been using antibiotics for the prevention against disease but after reading a article by Bill Verco on garlic he changed his mind so in 2002 he changed his medication and as his results showed in 2002 for the better he uses garlic on the food five times a week and garlic in the water so no antibiotics only turbosole for canker he also uses Colliodal Silver made with a generator that he purchased from Des Moore.
Some of lens best performances over the years are as follows in 1973 he won the last five long races in the club, in 1974 he won his first federation race which was from Welshpool, in 1997 he won the open and blue band races from Grong Grong a distance of 495km with the same bird, in 1995 he won 1st open and 1st 5 bird National from Orbost 605km with the same bird with only a few birds on the day, in 1996 he was 2nd federation Cockburn with only two birds home in the federation in race time, 1998 saw 1st federation Gympie, which leaves 2002 in which he won 1st federation averages including three federation wins, what is to be remembered is on the Newcastle coalfields the order for top races is club first then  followed by combine and then the most important are the federation races.

The people that Len admires most in the sport are George Blackmore who has done a lot of work for the federation over many years and also Brian Jones who you only had to ask and he will help and advise, even when he is not well he still smiles and as always ready to joke      

To finish with my thought for the week

A bachelor is a man who comes to work each morning from a different direction

