Maureen and Joe Baker 

Sollars View Bishopstone Hereford England

My first introduction to Joe Baker was when I received a phone call from one of our friends who lived not far from our house,  she said that her brother was in town on holidays and would like to meet a few pigeon fanciers, so a meeting was arranged and from that we spent several pleasant days together, 

The first birds that Joe kept were as a 14/15 year old school boy they were mainly strays, but he can remember sending for a mealy cock of Logan breeding from Blackpoole in 1960 this bird cost 15 shillings, it was later given to his friend John Westwood who Joe understands is still involved in the sport today, these birds didn’t last long as they preferred the neighbours roof to their home this soon upset the neighbours so the birds had to go it was not till 1978 that Joe and Maureen moved to their present address  in Bishopstone  that they went back to keeping racing  pigeons , there house is an old cottage situated on a large piece of ground , their loft is built into the top of an old barn  it measures 28 feet by 8 feet and has two sections for old birds one section for young birds and one section for breeders plus two aviary sections that can be used for either the young birds or breeders all the birds spend the winter in there , this makes it easier for Maureen as Joe is away from home a lot  when Joe restarted in the sport his birds were mostly gift birds from local fanciers , the first season of racing was 1979 , racing broken old birds and young birds on the south road , only a few minor prizes  were won , in 1980 things started to improve there was a change of club  racing to north road with the Welsh New North Road Fed ,a broken pigeon won 1st club Carlisle on a very bad day by 40 minutes , the young birds that year were outstanding these were mainly bred from gift birds from Mr & Mrs gywn Lloyd, they won the first six youngbird races and second in the seventh , the birds were trained most mornings on the line of flight from Joes work a distance of 10 miles , in the 1981 season Joe had a young hen win three races for him from Nantwich approx 70 miles this bird also topped the N.N.R. Fed 4400 birds with a loft mate second, the club again decided to race south road so all the birds were turned around the club now fly 450 miles with the old bird program and 240 miles with the young birds Joe flies his old birds the full 450 miles but only has his youngbirds out to 100 miles. 

Joe has a new job that takes him away from home about three nights a week this makes training his birds more difficult, one day on his way to the office he decided to take his cock birds for a training flight, after travelling around ten miles it became very dark, so the birds were liberated, on his arrival home the next day two cocks were missing one of them had won 3rd club from Saints last year.  The Baker loft is situated seven miles off the line of flight, this gives them little chance in the shorter races, although from the first six races Joe had only been out of the first four once, in one race when he was in Germany with Maureen clocking one bird sat out for twenty minutes, just recently the club were at Sartilly 235 miles Joe was 3rd, 5th, and 6th and was the only flier to have all his birds home, the preference is for the longest races Joe has won the longest race twice and second once , the birds are fed a good quality corn usually ready mixed ,Joe does not treat for too many complaints  , the loft has  nestboxes for three pairs of breeders and 15 pairs of race birds ,  these breed around 25 youngsters , all the birds are flown natural with an open loft for the old birds , the main family of birds in the loft now are the Van Bruaene from Louella and Albert Bennett , other birds to be tried were the Verheyes from Louella , the fliers most admired are in the club  Mr and Mrs Lloyd , all their birds were disposed of prior to a house move but as Joe said he doesn’t think it will be long before they start again , nationally they believe Geoff kirkland is a good flier , thanks for the time and information Joe it certainly makes our job a lot easier when fanciers like yourself take a little time to supply the required information.

To finish off with, an alcoholic is a man who goes into a topless bar for a drink.
