Jim Allen
Ever since I have known Jim Allen I was sure that there was nothing that would slow him down, he would have to be the fastest talker that I have ever come across, I suppose that is why he makes such a good auctioneer, well at last I have found something, I asked Jim to put something about his life in the pigeon world on paper, after a few stutters he said you know enough to do a loft profile I will leave it to you write what you like, so I will have a go I only hope that I do you justice Jim because over the years you have certainly put up some terrific performances .  Jim grew up in a pigeon racing family, his father was a very good fancier and his brother peter has also been bitten by the pigeon bug and still races in his own right, Jim started racing in partnership with his father as f Allen and son, this partnership lasted till 1940 when Jim decided it was time to race on his own, after his father passed away Jim continued to race in the partnership name, it was in the late eighty’s that he dropped the partnership name and changed it to j Allen, he still races under that name today.     Anybody that visits the lofts can only marvel at the quality of the birds housed there, the foundation birds in the loft are the Delbars from w. M Dixon of the midlands, just about every bird that has been obtained from the Dixon loft has won or bred winners, Jim only had the best in his loft and was not frightened of paying top price for top birds, many years ago he spent three hundred pounds for thirty birds, that was a lot of money those days, through his brother Jim met another fancier by the name of Eric higginbottom, Eric had a family of pigeons from a Belgian fancier called secretin Jim acquired some of these birds , he has found that these birds won for him both crossed into his family and straight , Jim  introduces top winning pigeons into his loft each year, these are mated together and also crossed into his family,in recent times he has introduced birds of both the Janssen and Busschaert lines into his loft, no matter how good they are  if they don’t produce top pigeons out they go .  One of jims biggest wins was in 1978 when he won the S/W England lerwick race, this race was won by a four year old cock that in 1987 only had one race and that was from 160 miles he was then given seven tosses from 14 miles, the cock was sent with his eggs ready to hatch, his sire was a Secretin bred out of a pair that Eric Higginbottom paid a thousand pounds for the dam was a Delbar of the W.N Dixon strain the pencil blue pied had won thirteen cards leading up to the lerwick race a distance of 600 miles which he won after eleven and a half hours on the wing ,there are many more champions that have won multiple races but as I said earlier tying Jim down for information is not an easy job, one only has to see the cups and trophy’s that he has accumulated over the years to realise how good a flier he has been for many years.  Jims lofts take up most of his back garden, as you can see by the photographs every thing is designed around the pigeons, to get to the main loft you have to climb a set of stairs that have seen better days, still with Jims help most people make it, the landing also takes some getting use to and then there is the dog, but when you see the birds housed in the loft it is all worth while, under the main loft there are also quite a few birds that are mainly used for breeding purposes several of these are closely related to both national and international winners , even then a lot of these birds in the bottom section are not even used, Jim only flies 36  cocks on the widowhood system , I am sure that if the hens were raced they would perform as well as the cocks, with all the lofts that I have visited in England I have never seen so many pigeons of such high quality under one roof as in the loft of Jim Allen , if I was starting out with pigeons in England my first stop would be to this loft,

My thought for the week a good marriage lasts forever, a bad one just seems to.
