John Koenders

I.R.P.F of Western Australia

Wouldn’t it be nice to be a first year flier and top the federation two weeks running, well that is just what John Koenders of the swan athletic racing pigeon club has just achieved, first a Morawa a distance of 240 km then the next week he won the fed open from Mullewa a distance of 360 km, I suppose that people could argue that John had an association with pigeons before, but I can assure you that it was many years ago he raced as a junior with the Rivervale club at that time the club was located in a tin shed at the rear of a Mr Harrisons premises , along great eastern highway , behind what was the Belair tavern, John credits much of his accumulated knowledge on flying racing to his father John Koenders Senior [ recently deceased ] who raced pigeons in Holland many years ago , his lofts are located at Bullsbrook some 40 km north east of the city, when he started racing pigeons to his loft at Bullsbrook he was told that nobody had won a race from that location and that he need not expect that trend to change , the loft is of basic design with wooden floor asbestos sheeting on the walls and metal sheeting on the roof, the front of the loft is closed in with the top half open steel mesh , the birds in the loft are mainly Janssens and Buschaerts , interestingly enough he acquired his Mullewa federation winner from Geoff Kensitt who the only other flier  to have recently won back to back fastest fed , Geoff like John is relatively new to the sport , John try’s to keep his birds very quiet in the loft , he gains the birds confidence by having them feed out of his hand from time to time , this lends itself to a settled environment in which he places a lot of importance, John started the season with 100 pigeons which he likes to toss 40 km twice a week as well as ensuring they fly around the loft morning and afternoon , he doesn’t subscribe to force training which include flagging them, he has a policy of keep it natural apart from natural remedies he does not treat his pigeons with chemicals ,  there is nothing complicated about his system , he feeds basic pigeon mix purchased from the local stock feeders and doesn’t have any guarded secrets to success , he considers racing pigeons are a bit of a phenomenon that nobody understands , once you realise that perhaps you are closer to solving the mystery , for a relative newcomer John is not to far wide of the mark          

My thought for the week  

If you cant learn to do it well, learn to enjoy doing it badly

