 Ben Reynolds & Son

Swan Athletic Pigeon Club

Ben Reynolds and son won the 1998 federation young bird derby from Cue a distance of approx 525 km this is not the first time that the loft have finished with the best velocity in the fed, in the fed race from cue in 1997, where 91 lofts sent 1329 birds they also had the top pigeon, in that race Ben Reynolds and family of the Swan Athletic pigeon racing club won their club and also had best in fed,  Ben first flew pigeons about thirty years ago as an 18/19 year old in the Swan Districts club, when their club rooms was in Kenny Motrams shed ,  he had  a break from pigeons for a few years until 1990 then he renewed his membership with the  swans club, he flew with that club for three years then transferred to the swan athletic club , the man Ben admires most in our sport is Brian Kent , his relationship with Brian goes back some thirty years to when Brian conducted a business known as the midland pet food shop , Ben supplied Brian’s business with kangaroo meat , Brian Kent made his own mark in pigeon racing and so when Ben renewed his interest in pigeons he approached Brian for stock pigeons and has enjoyed his fair share of success since that time with those birds , right up to the time Brian passed away in April 1998 he spent a lot of his time at the Reynolds home  he was still taking a keen interest in the sport and helping Ben with the mating of the stock birds,  Bens main family of pigeons are a product of Brian’s old family of Harrison x Blandens , in 1997 the pigeon that Ben won the cue with which was into heavy rain and strong cross winds was of the Brian Kent family  , the 1998 Cue fed young bird derby was no different, the birds were held over till  9am because of bad weather when the 872 birds from 65 lofts were liberated, it was far from easy for the birds as can be shown by the results as there were only eight birds on the day with another seven arriving during the night, of these fifteen birds six were to the lofts of the Reynolds family, a truly great achievement under any conditions, the first two to arrive at 5:46 pm were a Kent x Blanden the other bird on the drop and equal winner was a Goodger x Blanden,  at 6:06 pm another two arrived they were full sisters to the first two birds, at 6:08 a mealy cock arrived he was an uncle to the first two birds, at approx  8:30 pm the sixth bird arrived he also had the breeding of Brian Kent’s birds.  

In 1998 the Reynolds family loft won seven races which included topping the fed twice, they won the skyways invitation for the second year on the trot and also won second in the Robert Powell memorial invitation race, a truly great season, Ben said that his only regret was that Brian Kent was not there to help them celebrate although as an after thought he said that he is sure that he was.   The Reynolds loft is all steel with grate floor suspended about a metre above the ground, the perches are plastic, which is a little different but effective, Ben likes to toss his pigeons on the fed transporter every week, and on occasions will give them a toss mid week, the birds appear to perform at their best when fed peas wheat and maize in equal proportions with 10% kalo and small grains mixed, Bens philosophy on pigeon racing is not unique there appears to be a common thread that goes through most successful lofts and that is     

[1]     pedigree   the pigeons must be bred down from performed pigeons    

[2]    the flier must have consideration for the overall health and welfare of his pigeons     [3]    he must   maintain a clean healthy and restful environment for the birds  

[4]     keep it as natural as you can without always resorting to veterinary remedy’s   

[5]    family support and participation in your hobby is a great help,   some of Bens recent successful flying has been in the Mallee Classic Australia’s premier one loft race where lofts from all over Australia send their best to compete in 1999 he won the most consistent flier, over the three races he was  45th open and 48th open in the first two races and in the main race he won 19th open  in the 2001 race he won 44th open in the first race then followed this up with 2nd and 13th open in the main race with only 14 birds on the day, the race organiser Barry Trewin said that bens birds were a very nice type of bird medium in size and able to handle hard day racing.     Ben won 3rd federation yd in 2001 with his birds severely disadvantaged as the wind favoured fanciers living on the coast this day he had two on the drop, both the 3rd y.b.d and the Mallee Classic pigeons were bred from the 1st fed ybd both of the mealy line

No doubt we have not heard the last of Ben Reynolds and son as the loft is improving as each year progresses 

Remember.

if you are big enough your troubles will always be smaller than you 

