Terry Mulholland   

Wanneroo Racing Pigeon Club

Terry like a lot of pigeon fanciers in Australia had his first association with pigeons in England, he comes from the town of Darlington in the north east of England, as a child his family always had a few pigeons around the place, it was not till the early sixties when he came out of the army that he started racing his birds and that was with the Mandurah South Combine 

There was a break of many years where Terry found himself travelling to and from England, when he eventually settled in Australia he settled in the suburb of Heathridge, Heathridge is in Perth’s northern coastal corridor covered by the Wanneroo pigeon club this he joined in 1984, unfortunately in the winter Terry finds it hard to spend time with his birds as his work can often have him gone before sun up and not back until after dark, he said that his wife Joyce deserves a medal for all the time that she spends with the birds for without her training and feeding the birds he would not have the success that he has enjoyed, especially in the big races,   he has the uncanny ability of getting his birds into prime condition for the big races an example of this is the Barry Day invitation race run by the Armadale Kelmscott pigeon club a race flown from Meekatharra a distance of 600 km in the past three years terry has won two of these races and finished second in the other, the pigeon that won this years race is closely related to the bird that won in 1996 and second in 1997, the Barry Day winner is a true champion she topped the fed in winning the club young bird derby and also finished second in the Meekatharra fed , the breeding of the winner is of the Verscheld family from Ian Daniel, this is the main breed of pigeons presently housed by Terry  he only has imported birds in his loft they are Verscheld , Krauth and Cattrese from Ian Daniel and europa lofts,   some of the recent major wins to this loft are 2 x young bird derby’s  2 x  federation young bird derby’s  1 x federation Meekatharra     and 2 x Wanneroo racing pigeon club sires , Terry is not bothered with the  eyesign theory but likes to see a bird with a good sparkle in its eye , feed is of a good quality mix with more protein added as the distance gets longer, his loft is of normal Aussie style with four sections one of these is used for trapping to the open door , the loft is made of fibro and timber with a wooden floor , it has an open front with ventilation along the back at the top, the birds are exercised both morning and evening, he likes to get his youngbirds out and ranging in the early morning over the summer around Christmas time well before the body moult starts , then as the moult starts they are locked up , he says this experience is invaluable when training starts,  training starts for the birds two weeks before the season starts and as the racing gets underway he tosses twice weekly one private toss of about 30 km and one federation toss of approx 70 km 

To finish off with my thought for the week:

Only trust those who stand to lose as much as you if things go wrong

