Bill Powell

I.R.P.F. of Western Australia

Bill and his family live a short distance from the upper swan townsite and in the foot hills some 40 km north east of the city of Perth, this is in the most heavily stocked perigine falcon country in Western Australia, the perigine falcon is on the endangered species list I have been told that there are now only around a million pair of breeders world wide. Bill was introduced to pigeons back in 1979 when his son Dale, aged 12 years at the time arrived home with an injured racing pigeon, Bills wife Silver shared her sons interest and enthusiasm for pigeons and purchased pigeons from the estate of the late Stan Gardiner to add to Dales loft, which was formerly Bills small bird avery, in 1981 Bill and his son started flying as a farther and son team, their first club was the Morley r.p.c, they later transferred to their present club, along the way they acquired pigeons from Dave Chamarette , Art Van Den Dungeon and Leo Turley, today they have a strong blend of pigeons from those lofts ,, the hen that topped the fed from Wannoo for Bill was from the Van Den Dungeon pied family, arguably it was one of the roughest wannoos that has been experienced for a few seasons , it was the type of race that only the strongest examples of racing pigeons could compete , the wind was blowing from the south west , gusting to gale force at times , it was the type of race that identified the strength and the weaknesses in ones loft , Bills little pied hen only confirmed what was already known about the family.  Bill doesn’t keep a lot of pigeons; he starts the season with around 80 birds these are housed in loft 3 metres by 5 metres. The loft is divided into two sections with a trapping section in the middle, the loft is suspended 800 mm of the ground, the loft has a grate floor which is open in the summer months, in the winter months of the racing season bill fits wooden panels over the grate flooring. The birds are fed a standard mix prepared by the local stock feed retailer, who incidentally must add a magic potion to his pigeon mix because numerous top fliers are obtaining their feed from this outlet and enjoying considerable success, bill is restricted in his training tosses due to the ever present hawks and has to be quite innovative just to keep the birds off the hawks menu, despite flying pigeons in these very trying circumstances bill still enjoys his share of success.

Remember the one that says that it cannot be done should never interrupt the one who is doing it 

