Graham Williams

Brislington homing club

Graham Williams is a rarity in the pigeon world, he is the type of person that our sport could not do without, my reason for making this statement is since he became involved in the sport in 1949 he has held office of some description in every club that he has been a member of for that whole period of time without a break, how many fanciers do you know who have that sort of record, included in that he was chairman of the west of England combine for three years secretary of the Keynsham club for 26 years and is at present secretary of the brislington club .      Every time I go to England I promise myself that Graham is one of the fanciers that I will visit but never seemed to get around to getting there so this time I phoned him and made a definite date, it didn’t take long to get there as I was only around the corner from his home, by the time I arrived the kettle was on the boil so after the intro a cuppa and a short chat about pigeons and the sport in general it was down to the lofts.   Graham first got involved with the racing pigeons way back in 1949, the first birds belonged to his brother, when the brother neglected the birds Graham’s father told him to take the birds over the breeding of these birds was the Gits and Spangle family’s these birds went on to win the last old bird races nine times from sixteen starts, they also won several top combine positions without cracking the big one, the next family of birds introduced were the Wescots these birds were kept for ten years because as Graham said they went well when the birds started to deteriorate the kirpatricks from Trevor Dodd  were introduced , these proved an immediate success, one bird in particular  scored from Gloucester and then Pau , this bird was returned to Trevor Dodd, in 1959 Graham won every cup in the club mainly with the kirkpatricks , another good kirpatrick cock a dark check won every race he competed in for three years, in 1994 another blue check Kirkpatrick hen was first club fourth fed , at this stage Graham mentioned how lucky it was that he had his brother Mervyn to help him with the birds ,it was good to have somebody to discuss the birds and their progress with , although today Graham flies mainly sprint races in one year he was not out of the first four in the club but he would like to fly more distance races but he finds that you need too many birds to fly the distance successfully, two cocks were brought from Fear Bros to fly the longer distances there are still youngsters from these birds in the loft and all have flown over the water  , the feeding of the birds consists mainly peas and beans with the occasionally barley , the old birds are trained to twenty miles four times a week , the young birds are trained to fifty miles plus twice every day one hour around the loft , there is not a preference for eyesign in the loft  but Graham likes to see a good eye. The lofts are cleaned out every day and although not very big they contain some very nice looking birds there are only sixteen pairs of racers, this year they will be tried on widowhood, the two fliers that Graham admired most first is Vic Preddy he said that over the years right back to 1950 until the present Vic is still one of the hardest to beat the other is Reg Venner from street who has had some top performances over the years, on closing I must mention Graham’s guard dog you do not have any trouble getting into the house but just try and leave the dog will tear you to bits .

My thought for the week an object will fall so as to do the most damage. 






