           GEORGE DUZEVICH

As told to Des Moore

Georges love for pigeons started at an early age he was just seven years old when he first took an interest in the birds, his uncle Max Osborne raced pigeons in the Mount Lawley pigeon club, Max at a later date raced in partnership with another of George’s uncles Ivan lewis, George and his uncles were very close and kept in touch with each other for many years.
He had his first race in the 1969 season with the Southern Suburbs club, at that time the north line was flown from Three Springs to Carnarvon in the first half of the season and switched from Meckering to Zanthus and Rawlinna, George always preferred racing on the east line because in his opinion it was a much harder line to fly and gave everybody a chance to win if they were good enough.

When he first started racing he in his own words had birds from every Tom Dick and Harry, it did not take him long to realise that this was the wrong road to take to get a good family of birds, so he decided to seek out the best fliers in the federation and buy himself a couple of pairs of pigeons from them, he purchased a good pair of Lowe Harrisons from Harry Lague and a pair of Harrisons from Alf Grey, he also had a couple of pairs of the Olivier Dix Spangles that he received from Vince Marelish. these birds were all crossed and they became the foundation of his family of birds, this family produced many winners for him in the years that followed.

In 1997 the pigeon racing federation split and the independent racing federation was born the southern suburbs club went over to the I.R.P.F. George decided to remain with the P.R.F. And so joined the Amalgamated club where he remained a member for 23 years, during that time he has seen many good fliers come and go from the sport.
Over the many years that he has kept pigeons he has found out that you don’t win races just by feeding a bit of wheat and letting your birds fly around the loft for 15 minutes a day, he said that racing pigeons is an art on its own, and that you have to have a lot of spare time to do any good, he believes that you only get out of the sport what you put in, he has always fed his birds the best quality mix that he could buy, and is a firm believer in plenty of short tossing, but the most important thing is to keep your birds in a clean and not overcrowded conditions, good housekeeping means good flying.

The birds are exercised at first light each morning and they always fly at least one to one and a half hours each day, they are also tossed about 30 klm three or four times a week, he believes that this keeps the birds sharp and their mind on the job.

Over the years he has introduced a few new additions to the loft, which include some of the Jurion blood and also the imported Van Loons, these birds have performed extremely well, in the 2001 season Mel Ferrante won six club races with birds from George and in the 2002 season he won nine club races and a second Federation open with George’s birds,

Over the years that he has races he has never won a derby but has finished second seven times, and three of those times he was beaten by a bird that he had bred for somebody else, in his racing career he has only won three federation races one from Southern Cross one from Cue and one from Cockle Biddy, in the Cockle Biddy race there were only eleven birds home on the second day and another two on the third day, in this race very few flyers saw a pigeon, but George was lucky enough to get two out of his five sent, as he said that was the luck of the draw.

He has bred a lot of winners for other fliers such as a federation derby winner a national winner and five club derby winners plus many other club winners, when i first received the information from George he had decided to retire from the sport at the end of the 2002 season because of heart problems and to concentrate on breeding a few birds for some of his good friends to race, but i think that this may change as my last conversation with him he was considering joining the new club for east line flying and sending a few birds with them
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