Brian Tilley from Chewton

The Tilley family have been involved with pigeons for many years, Brian’s grandfather passed away in 1947 at the age of 76 years old, at that time he had been keeping pigeons for 62 years, when his grandfather died Brian took over the pigeons and managed them up till the early sixties then his brother became the new owner of the birds, it was not until 1984 that Brian again started with the birds, with eight pigeons from the old family and four hens that were purchased from Fear Bros he set about building up a team of long distance pigeons. The old family were the Spangle lines, these were all crossed with the Fear Bros pigeons, Brian said that he was lucky enough to purchase birds at Vic Preddy sale, on top of these birds Vic gave him some of his youngsters to race, Brian was full of praise for Vic, he said that he is one of the best and well worth listening to his advise is well worth taking. . Brian flies with both the Farrington Gurnay and the High Littleton clubs he said that in these clubs you are up against the cream of the pigeon men, the preference is for the distance races as Brian said there is more satisfaction to see the birds homing after a long fly. He flies both widowhood and natural, natural being the distance birds, his birds are allowed an open loft, living in the country side this is an ideal situation, the only problem is with the hawks, as they regularly take birds off the loft, belonging to two clubs the birds have plenty of training, there is a choice of three times a week, Saturday Sunday and Wednesday, Sunday and Wednesday are used for training as he doesn’t set his clock, the birds are also trained on Tuesday and Thursday with a small transporter if required ,  the widowhood cocks are flown Saturday plus any natural cocks that are showing a bit of form ,  Sunday the natural and widowhood hens are flown and on Wednesday the natural cocks have their turn,  Brian said that like many fanciers he has too many stock birds he has 22 pairs of naturals plus 15 pairs of widowhood cocks and hens to fly this is because he flies roundabout with the hens ,   he said that it is a waste to leave good hens home ,  the young birds are flown to Guernsey with the Southern Classic and then stopped , they make good old birds as by this time they have flown 8 to 10 races and have had little taken out of them , the yearlings fly to 400 miles and the old birds fly to any distance races available.      Some of Brian’s best performances at the distance were in 1994 5th 6th and 9th club 22nd section and 142nd open Pau 564 miles, in 1995 3rd section 15th open Barcelona 724 miles with the British Barcelona club 12th and 14th section Bordeaux 457 miles Barcelona club open race international 11th open San Sebastian 568 miles first out of race time, a very hard race, 7th section 26th open Pau cscfc 1996 the British Barcelona club, Barcelona national Nantes 290 miles 9th section 18th open, Bordeaux 457 miles 29th and 30th section , Barcelona club open race International Perpignan 652 miles 29th open , National Flying Club saints 400 miles comeback race 10th section 150th open with 4982 birds competing. Brian mixes the feed for the birds himself with feed he buys from the farms, the best he can get, three weeks prior to racing he changes the feed mixture, Brian likes using aviform products as these keep the birds in good health, there are also plenty of minerals in the loft. Brian likes reading Dennis Belding in the pigeon sport and Alf Baker in the racing pigeon, Brian and his wife Margaret have been great friends to both my wife and myself, nothing has been to much trouble for them all I have to do is mention that I want to see a particular flier and he makes the arrangements and the offer is always there for accommodation transport or even a night out every trip we make to England.

To finish off with my thought for the week,

 The first lie detector was made out of the rib of a man, and they have been unable to improve on that model since.

