


Moore from western Australia

You never seem to get rid of one when another appears, the falcons i am talking about, the one that was having a go at my pigeons disappeared mysteriously, so i thought my troubles were over, but no several days later another appeared this time a big female goss hawk, the birds would not drop onto the loft so i went down to have a look and see what the trouble was there she was trying to get into the stock birds, i chased it off got the birds down and in the loft.     That afternoon she was back having another go at the birds, it also has mysteriously disappeared, as it has not been seen for a couple of days now.

In a recent article a writer was discussing birds of prey in Australia, he described them as raptors, coming from the Latin word for a plunderer, stemming from rapture [to seize and carry away], the term aptly describing the predatory birds, grasping, carrying away and devouring their prey. He said that in Australia there are 24 species of diurnal birds of prey  [ those active in daylight ]     he also stated that he did not know if pigeon racing organisations had realised that because of the new virus that was gradually killing off all the rabbits that the birds of prey would lose a very popular food supply  and  therefore would have to look at other animals instead it is already well known how much the hawks love our pigeons  

Can you imagine how much more they will attack the pigeon and any other type of wild or native animals that they may find when there are no longer any rabbits to hunt, as time goes on the pigeon will become even more a target for the hawks,   

The virus has already entered Western Australia, and will certainly not take long to wipe out existing rabbits. 

If you have not already heard of this virus in England it is another case of not knowing what the scientists are doing until it is to late, they have been experimenting with this virus for several years on an island off the south coast of Australia, but as usual by sloppy hygiene it was carried to the mainland, the virus is now killing all the rabbits that it comes in contact with, within several years it is believed that it will have disposed of all the rabbits in Australia the scientists have assured the population of our country that the only animal effected is the rabbit but they have not carried out surveys on other wild animals even to see if humans can be affected by the virus, some how i do not believe a word that they say.  

Another weekends racing completed the Albany club held two more races this week, which as it turned out was a good weekend for me, i only sent three birds to each race, i won the section and open in both races, with three of the other birds good enough to be first open and the sixth good enough to be second open the first race was from Donnybrook and the other from Boyup Brook, the birds had a fairly easy race with north west winds right behind them, even with these conditions several fliers failed to get birds on the day and quite a lot of birds were missing at the end of the race , in the Donnybrook race two birds cleared out from the main bunch , one to each section , in the south section  Ron Onions won his section by thirty minutes , my  bird was the best in the north section winning by over twenty minutes .    The results were north section, first Des Moore 1359. M.p.m. second was Rob Freeland on 1218. With Frank Morton taking the third card on 1192.    In the south section Ron Onions won on 1351. M.p.m. second was Ray Barrass 0n 1146. With John Kenworthy on 1022.       In the Boyup Brook race the result was much closer, the winner in the north section was Des Moore on 1498 m.p.m. with John Elsdon  on 1445 and John Gravestock on 1438 . Taking the minor place Terry Pollette won the south section with a velocity of 1456 m.p.m. Ron Onions were second on 1453. And Ray Barrass on 1442. Third.   

My thought for the week, when all else fails read the instructions





Des Moore

