

          Racing pigeons in the Canary Islands

                               As told to me by Frans  De  Scheemaecker 

Before I start this article I would like to give the reader an introduction to Frans De Scheemaecker , Frans is the second son of Noel De Scheemaecker, Noel and his brother Robert were the founders of the Natural Antwerp feed for pigeons , which today is possibly the worlds largest supplier of feeds and tonics for pigeons ,   in 1955 Noel and Robert built the natural breeding station  which houses 14,000 pigeons collected from all the best lofts in Belgium , thousands of Belgium as well as foreign pigeon fanciers have achieved impressive results  thanks to the breed of pigeons at the breeding station, after forty years this is still the largest breeding centre for racing pigeons in the world, Noel’s two sons  Joseph and Noel jnr run the natural company which they have done since 1989 , Frans until four years ago owned the junior company , he has since handed over the reigns of this company to his son Noel, the clock known simply as the junior pigeon clock is the most technically advanced pigeon clock in the world , it is distributed throughout Australia by Junior Clocks Australia, Frans now spends his time racing his pigeons on the canary islands and spending a fair bit of his time holidaying in Western Australia .      The canary islands are just off the coast of the western Sahara, although they are under Spanish sovereignty the islands are just under 1600 kl from Spain itself, there are approximately 2500 pigeon fanciers on the Canary Islands, the largest of these islands is Teneriffe which has a membership of over 1000 fanciers, most clubs have a membership of between fifty and eighty members, a big majority of the birds kept are of the Sion or Dordin strain, lately year the Jansenne birds were introduced and birds have been imported from Cuba mainly because Cuba being an island their birds have to fly in similar conditions to the canary islands  , the birds are mainly small and light , this is  the type of bird required for the conditions on the islands ,and so far  have proved successful  . The average age of the fanciers on the islands is between 30 and 40 yrs which is unusual for pigeon fanciers whose average age is usually much older these days, the membership of the clubs are also getting larger which is also going against the world trend.   There is a magnetic disturbance between the islands of Teneriffe and Grand Canaria which causes very rough seas, this also seems to affect the homing instinct of the pigeons most fanciers breed between 50 to 150 youngsters each year the youngster bred in April 1995 do not race until march 1996 so are nearly yearlings before they have their first race, the young bird program is flown in March  / April and consists of eight races, the racing lofts are normally divided into two sections one for hens and the other cocks all lofts have open fronts with their own version of the sputnik trap , on the day of basketing the hens and cock are allowed together for a short period of time , this is extended for the longer races , they are also allowed to fly together a couple of times a week to stimulate the cocks,      for their young bird training  fanciers in the north east train from the south west and the fliers in the south west train their birds from the north east , two weeks before racing starts there are three training tosses arranged by the Teneriffe Federation , the first is ten miles out into the ocean the second twenty miles and the third twenty five miles , this is to teach the birds to fly over the water , they are taken out for these tosses by military boats .   The first race is over a distance of 100 kl from the island Grand Canaria there are two races from this point, there are then two from Sam Island 135 kl then two from Fuerteventura island a distance of 250 kl another from Lazaretto 350 kl and the last from Tan Tan on the Africa continent a distance of 550 kl, in each race you can send as many birds as you want, most fanciers send between 10 and twenty birds to each race but you can only nominate five birds in the shorter races and only nominate two or three in the longer races , some fanciers can have up to a dozen birds before they home one with a rubber on its leg, maybe this is the reason why membership is growing on the islands as everybody has an equal chance with his birds , it also cuts out the mob flier ,      with this system you really have to know your birds , even so there are very few birds that survive a season of flying on the island , the  fanciers also fly to a break point  this has been brought about by the birds homing on the same line each week, a break point  makes it a much fairer way to race , this could be another reason why membership is on the rise   another innovation is that every fancier has a c.b radio, when the first bird arrives at its loft everybody knows ,this way you can trace the birds progress right to your loft.  

I thought that we had harsh racing conditions on the south coast of Western Australia , but I would sooner be racing pigeons here than on the Canary Islands..

To finish off with my thought for the week is if you’re not part of the solution be part of the problem.

