Hec Hendy 

Fremantle Racing Pigeon Club 
Like most young boys of Hecs era there was an interest in pigeons, He was no exception in his younger days he had in his own words some road runners, these birds were still in his loft until the war, Hec served in the army during the war, after he was discharged the interest was there again to get himself a few pigeons I don’t know what the road runners were but that is what he again put into his loft, it was not till 1956 that he acquired some of the Olivier Dix Spangles as a gift from Hugh and Eric Hay , the grand parents of these birds were brought by their fathers Jack and George from Olivier Dix in the early nineteen twenties , the original spangles were imported  into Australia by the Besson bros in the  early part of the century  for their lofts in South Australia.

 Around fifteen years ago some more gift birds were introduced into the loft they were the Harry Lague birds and some Lague/Raconteur all these birds clicked immediately, they now make up his team of birds, they have proved themselves over the years to be very successful for Hec winning from all distances and in all competion including club fed and invitation races on the program,

In the early races the birds are fed a mixture of wheat, maple peas maize and barley this is fed up to the 400klm stage, after that the barley is removed and a greater percentage of peas and maize are added, also at the 400klm stage the birds are given a bit of extra work to keep their mind on the job, up to the 400klm stage the birds are exercised once a day after that they have to fly twice a day plus two weekly tosses up to 50klm if the time permits, Hec said that he likes to see eyesign in pigeons but does not work to it , he said that he also likes to handle the imported birds and said that they should complement our lofts either as a cross or keeping pure.           Hec believes that the sport is falling away badly and that there are very few new fanciers starting up in racing pigeons he believes that cost is the biggest barrier to new members there is also the cost of birds the medicines required, plus council requirements, the building blocks are getting smaller also nobody likes to see their birds ravaged by the hawks, the loft position also deters a lot of new fliers, Hec said that he always liked the east line as he believes that it is the only true line for all members no matter what the weather, but he does not think that it will ever be flown again because of the losses , although the north and north east lines are not much better,     Hec said that he still loves the sport and  has made many friends through out the fancy  he also said that it is very hard to say what could be done to improve  and make pigeon racing attractive to prospective new members and ways to hold the members that we have today..

When I asked Hec what were his highlights in the sport, the main thing mentioned was his champion hen Carnarvon Lass this hen won two open Carnarvon races, on several other occasions he has turned up with a top pigeon, there have also been several fed wins and places his second at Onslow second in the Riverton sires and winning the Barry Day memorial just to name a few results, there were also the two second places in the fed consistency plus being in the top ten on several occasions also there has been the several times when the club consistency has been won by  this top loft.  Hec said that regarding a top person or flier he would have to mention his old mate Frank Bunter, as he is always there to help anyone and is a true gentleman and he also has a very good family of pigeons. 

I will conclude this report to talk of another gentleman in this great sport of ours that man is Hec Hendy, I have never heard him critise or speak bad about another fancier or complain about being hard done by when things have not gone his way, thanks for spending a little of your time so that I can let people know your story Hec much appreciated.

Finally you know that you are getting older when you know all the answers, but nobody asks you the questions.

