

Moore from Western Australia

A friend of mine decided that he was going to make a million by having white pigeons that he was going to use to liberate at weddings and funerals, there was a few things that he had not thought of, first was that he lived quite a long distance from the city and the hilly country where he lived was a breeding ground for predators, any way i bred him a batch of whites plus he brought as many as he could from around the traps, well the big day came he had an order to release twenty birds at a wedding, at the right moment the birds were released, he headed for home hoping to see his flock already in the loft, well to this day he hasn’t seen a feather, this is another i told you so.
The town of Denmark is surrounded by State Forrest and over the years many trees have dropped caused by strong winds or they were weakened by fire, well the locals used to go and get their firewood from these downed trees until recently, the keepers of the forests are a government body called C.A.L.M. Conservation and land management for short, well the Labour Government stepped in and stopped the multinationals from clearfelling the old growth forests which they were doing i had been told with the blessing of  C.A.L.M. So what happened Calm decided that if the multinationals couldn’t take wood nobody could so they closed the Forrest from everybody you could not take any wood even that was on the ground. But you can buy it at inflated prices from those lucky few that CA.L.M. Have sold a licence to.

Just a bit more on where do your champions live, to start with it is a fact that the jet stream goes around the globe from the west to the east, there fore the prevailing winds are mainly from the west e.g. north west, west and south west, a straight line is the shortest distance between two points, and that is how our distances are worked out, 

With these facts in mind, a club flying north to south or south to north usually gets a push from the west the line of flight then becomes a banana route, any flier west of the centre is an automatic looser as soon as the birds go east of the centre line.  In a ten year study in the U.S.A. fliers on the east of centre won 86% of the races, in many cases there was a complete white wash of the west side lofts, now for a bit of my own personal experiences, the last club that i flew in, i lived 35 miles west of my nearest loft, in that particular club my open wins were few and far between, although i won my fair share of the section races, the best velocities in that club were shared by three or four fliers all on the east of the town, these same fliers also took up most of the space on the honour boards,  i now fly in a club in my own town and i am south east of the rest of the fliers and instead of winning a few races i win nearly every race on the program, i am sure that i have not found any magic potion ,and i am sure that the others birds are as good as mine and i know that as i gave the other fliers most of their stock pigeons, maybe it is because my loft is east of all the other lofts, just as a matter of interest i never count these wins when i advertise my birds as i feel it would be cheating any prospective buyers, so what i put to the other members was a compromise i worked out a system that was fair to all,  the lofts to the West of town were given added mileage to make up for the birds that in most instances broke not far from my loft, i wonder if i had been  living east of my previous club would i also have been one of their champions.   My personal opinion is that the preferred position in any club or fed is for example if you are racing

From north to south the bottom south east corner of the club or federation is the place to live, the worst is the north west corner as these birds will be giving distance to the south east birds, the opposite works for lofts flying from south to north the top north east corner is where you should have your loft for the same reasons that i had mentioned. Check where your champions live.

The article in the August edition of the pigeon fancier printed on page 11 helps to prove my point, the tests on 10 pigeons with the G.P.S. tracking monitors attached recently in Germany showed with 10,000 recorded positions not once did the birds cross west of the centre line in their 200 klm flight one bird even went over 9 klm off that centre line, what chance would you have had to win the race if you lived west of centre, i rest my case. 

At the recent finals of the national soccer league held in Perth three managers of top English clubs were there with open cheque books trying to sign up one of the local players a young lad around eighteen years old, our athletes are winning more than their fair share of gold medals, plus the national teams being at the top in most sports, the climatic conditions, plenty of sunshine and fresh air help the development of any athlete or animal, well what has this to do with pigeons, well just about everything, because our pigeons are bred in the same conditions, and because Australia has been isolated as far as importing pigeons and many other varieties of animals for a long period of time, a type of racing pigeon has developed, they are very hardy and alert, as we race our birds in winter in conditions where most people find it more comfortable to sit inside near the fire, the birds are small to medium in size and have the ability to stay on the wing for long periods at a time and will continue to work their way home some times weeks later , also the youngsters in their first year of racing are expected to fly over long distances, birds at nine and ten months old are expected to fly any thing up to seven hundred miles, and most can, the rest of the world are now beginning to realise how versatile these birds are, the champion bird in Taiwan last season came from Australia, they have always been among the winners in Thailand and the big race in South Africa including last years final where only the best returned, Ray Nesbitt a fancier in our next town had three of his four home he also took a good position in the prizemoney, i had more overseas visitors to my lofts this year than for a long period of time, most of them come from Europe,  because of this i have sent birds to Europe this year and am expecting to send more at the end of the year, they will also be going to Taiwan, there has been quite a lot of big names from Europe seen browsing through the lofts of Australian fanciers lately and that includes owners of pigeon studs in Europe,

Just a quickie to finish of with do you know it has been reported that a pigeon has around 10,000 feathers, i wonder who counted them, probably a fanciers waiting for his birds to return from a long distance race trying to find something to do.

To finish with my thought for the week

A friend is someone who goes around saying nice things about you behind you back

