Ted Pickering  

Bayswater  R.P.C.

Ted first became involved with pigeons around 1942 while living on the goldfields, there were many young boys who kept pigeons around this period, in 1943 a Mr Horsham formed a junior club around ten or more of these youngsters, there are two other members of that junior club still involved in pigeon racing they are A Haley of the Bayswater club and K Lawrence who was with the Bunbury and Armadale clubs, Ted became a member of the goldfields national homing club in 1944 and raced with them in the 1945/46 season , in 1947 the three clubs in Kalgoorlie and Boulder came together and formed the goldfields homing association Ted flew his pigeons with them until he moved to Perth in 1957 , Swan Districts was his next club , he was a member of that club from 1958 to 1972 from 1973  to the present day Ted has been a member of the old Mt lawley and now Bayswater club , the first stock birds and race teams came from Jim Millwood from Kalgoorlie ,and Mr P C Timms and F Bentley members of Perth clubs these plus other birds were used during this period , the family of birds in the lofts today are based on three top cocks ,and ten very good stock hens 60% of which are daughters and grand daughters of those three cocks , four other well bred hens come from other lofts , the no 1  cock was bred by Bert Flegg this bird was bred from the best of Fleggs pigeons  the no 2 cock was bred by Harry Schultz who was the South Aust H.F. secretary he also won the military medal during w/war I the no three cock had the breeding of Ivan Henderson ballarat x H Lague and the late Les Taylors bloodlines , all of the above cocks and hens never had a sick day in their lives and they all lived from 12 to 20 years , Ted said that any bird that can not match these birds regarding health never make foundation stock he does not medicate stock birds  although all birds are given vitamins and minerals , other lines in the loft at present are  C Cowan , R Nesbitt J Marciano M Caporn and J Prior 

[South Aust] Ted said that the two best fliers over the period of 38 yrs that he has been in Perth are Harry Lague and Ray Nesbitt and the man he admired most was the late Jack Burge who was a top flier and sportsman, Neil Wilson was also very hard to beat from Zanthus and Rawlinna 550 miles there were many other friends and top fliers that have passed through the sport over the years, over the years Ted has had a lot of good wins including the southern cross combine, the single bird combine from Kalgoorlie, the Wannoo invitation ,the Carnarvon invation combine     1st and third in the Onslow invitation with only three birds in race time,    in that race Ted only sent two birds     there were also many times in the top ten in the federation ,   eye sign books have been read but Ted has never used this theory  in his breeding of pigeons    Teds thoughts regarding imports is , as they are bred in studs , by the time that the flier gets them they are three or four generations that have never seen a race basket it may take time before you get results more so in the distance lines , also for untried stock the prices are far too high ,  Ted feeds his birds both morning and evening around the same time if possible , hard wheat is the main grain , dunn peas and oil seeds are added ,  as soon as  birds start going to drink feeding is stopped,  his race team are only given short tosses from 10 to 20 km they are then tossed on the fed unit , Ted said that he would rather race his birds than subject them to long and heavy tossing , with the problem of hawk attacks , putting the birds under stress , as for getting new members , Ted said that the cost of pigeon racing is the biggest setback to getting new members , they are loft, birds, clock , club and fed fees this could cost between $1000 to $2000 , and if they do get started there are not many members that are prepared to help them in the cut throat competion of today  Ted closing words  were  having some good wins and a lot of times back in the pack , but always being involved as club secretary or in some other club position he concedes that pigeon racing is a time consuming sport , but on race day when that pigeon lands on the loft from 100 km or 1000 km it is all worth while , thank you for your time Ted in supplying the information to compile this report                           

To finish with, you know that you are going to have a bad day when you arrive at work and the boss tells you not to bother taking off your coat 

