Fred Thompson  

Whatley racing pigeon club  Western Australia

Fred’s first contact with pigeons was at the tender age of eight when he caught a very tired bird at that time he did not realise that it was a race bird even though it had a ring and rubber on it, one of his school mates gave him twenty scrubbers which he dragged home in a wheat bag, unfortunately Fred’s dad made him return the birds to their original owners he then took him to a Mr Bill Hanrahan and acquired some racing pigeons, this started Fred on his hobby of racing pigeons, the first clubs were the junior clubs , in those days there were no clocks for the boys they had to take their rubbers to a central point , they were timed by how long it took them to run to the centre or if they were lucky how quick the could get there  on their bikes, 

The next step was to join the Subiaco juniors this made it a lot easier as each of the juniors was issued with a pudden clock, the boys used to catch the train from Maylands for the trip to Subiaco, many a time the birds got out in the carriage and smashed into the windows trying to get out, but no matter what the birds still went of to the race, the best result for Fred while flying in the Subiaco juniors was when he won the Merredin cup in 1943, this cup was donated by a Mrs A Cooley. The next club for Fred was the Inglewood homing club, this club met in Len Fowlers shed in Eighth av, over the other side of the railway line but still in Eighth av was the Maylands homing club, the Maylands club eventually folded and its members joined the Subiaco club, it was from here the Amalgamated club was formed, the Inglewood club became a very strong club thanks to a Mr Oscar Pengel and a Mr Jack Miller both these men left the North Perth club to run the Inglewood club, for the first two years both pudden clocks and senior clocks could be used but then only eight day print clocks were allowed,    at this time a Mr George Maloney formed and ran a junior club in the area , as the juniors graduated to the senior ranks a new club was born called the Mount Lawley homing club, Fred remained a member of the Inglewood club , at that time the Inglewood club had some of the top fliers of the day as members these included Graham Sullivan, Ken James, Peter Marrs, Neal Baileys father, Len Fowler and Brian Kent all told around twenty fliers .  Fred’s last year in the Inglewood club was the season of 1946, in that year he won Loongana 600 miles with the only bird on the second day from all metropolitan area clubs, Fred eventually had three birds in race time, that year he also won the consistency.

That was the end of his racing for a while as he went east to work and during that stint away he also managed to get himself married, in 1954 on his return to the west Fred joined the Mount Lawley club, it was not long before the members elected him to the presidents position, one that he held for twenty years, the club built themselves a new club house, then changed their name to the Whatley pigeon club inc, Fred has been secretary of that club for the past two years.          When he started back in the sport he started with some birds from George Galvin, these were mainly Jurions, later came the knoblauch Harrison, these Harrisons were brought back from the east by Bill Rose, they were for his mother who raced in the Swans club, the Harrisons were exchanged with Harry Lague and Arthur Ellis who also had birds of the same breed, with these birds Fred won the combine derby with two on the drop and also the flier of the year, the race most liked by Fred was the A.J.L. Fed, this race Fred won twice first with the pied hen then three years later when the race was from Widgemooltha it was won by her daughter also there were four times that he finished third in this fed.    The next purchase was a Harrison hen at an I.R.P.F. Sale the hen was sent over for the sale by Bob Cox from long gully Bendigo, this hen won a 560 mile race, this hen was later mated to a son of the combine derby winner, this pair bred Fred’s national winner in 1985, this same national winner has bred many winners for Fred, this years club derby winner, is a grand daughter of the national winner this is the 5th time that he has won this event, this same bird in winning the derby topped the fed.    Nine years ago the p.r.f. Conducted a fund raising sale, Fred donated a son of the national hen which was brought by Leo Turley it has produced many winners for Leo including being responsible for Leos Coral Bay fed winner this year in the same race Leo had another bird off the cock, this bird he homed on the night it would have been good enough to have been 5th in the same race the national hen is still producing winners, this year she bred two hens one was 4th Carnarvon fed the other was 2nd club 2nd best in fed in a race from Wanoo winning all pools,   Fred does not show any preference for eye sign he said that  what the bird has between the eyes that counts , although he likes a nice bright eye , he always breeds best to best, and as yet he does not have any imported birds in his loft , he said that Carl Cowan has generally given him his out crosses Fred said that our hobby is like many others , shrinking , so are the blocks of land that house our birds , with t.v. And all other sports we don’t have much going for us.   Fred said that there is nothing he disliked about the sport he maintained that the enjoyment that he gets from the members of his club is as good as winning, and that if you win one race a year that is your share.   The member that he admired most in the sport is Leo Turley, in 1970 the p.r.f. Was almost broke, this was the time Leo became secretary, he put the fed onto its present footing, he was nicknamed scrooge by some of the members but he put us on the right track, there are not many members that would remember his efforts, once again he has stepped in this time as president you have to admire him for the time that he has put into the fed.    

To finish off my thought for the week, when in doubt ignore it





