Ron onions

Albany Racing Pigeon Club  

There are not to many pigeon fanciers with the dedication and enthusiasm as Ron Onions, his birds are housed in a well kept and maintained loft painted white, the loft is 18 feet long with a feed storage room on the end, in that small loft the stock birds are also housed, so you can see that he is not a mob flier by any means, he said that in the present climate fanciers are concentrating on quantity instead of quality, he said that as far as quantity goes that he is his own worst enemy for many years he only bred twenty six youngsters but that has now increased to between forty and fifty each year , enough of that I think that we should go back to the beginning of Ron’s involvement with the pigeons and start from there , Ron was eighteen years of age ,working at the woollen mills in Albany when he first became interested in pigeons, also working  at the mill at that time were two very prominent Albany pigeon men the late Ray Nesbitt and the late Harry Dawson., Both of them were prominent local fanciers  the first birds ron acquired were several pairs purchased from the late Mr Alf Collins of Albany , these birds belonged to his son Stan who was unfortunately killed during the war  . Mr Collins himself not a true blue pigeon fancier but was a renowned poultry judge and his birds showed his technique for breeding good stock didn’t stop with poultry. At one stage he borrowed two crates from the pigeon club with the idea of tossing all the birds to reduce numbers, the first toss was from Katanning about 100 miles and the second was Moora a distance of 320 miles, the result of both tosses was a reduction of only two birds.   Ron’s first season of racing was in 1947, this season didn’t realise any results worth noting, at the end of the year two pair of birds were purchased from the late Bob Mccaig who previous to racing in Perth had performed with outstanding success in Albany in the pre war years, these two pairs of birds proved very productive and produced many winners especially a Balf/Harrison grizzle cock he continued to race these birds right through the fifty’s, in 1960 two cocks were purchased from Keith Wickham  formally of Adelaide , these birds were shared between ron and his friend Harry Dawson, .   In 1965 he disposed of all his birds except one Wickham cock this was when he left Albany to live in the city, it only took a year of city life for Ron to realise that city living was not his style, that same year he returned to Albany, in 1970 ron made another start with the pigeons he still had the Wickham cock, to this cock he added five pair that were purchased from several south Australian fliers there were also several birds acquired from Ken Dawson a local flier, these birds were an immediate success and were the backbone of Ron’s loft during the seventies also during that time another two birds were purchased from Keith Wickham, there were no addition to these birds for over ten years,    it was not until ron purchased two pair of birds from John Prior an Adelaide fancier in the early nineties that his team was expanded , the Prior pigeons blended very well into Ron’s existing family.     The race team are flown through the program, both hens and cocks with any bird going into the stock loft first having to prove its worth on the road, he does not have any magic ideas on racing pigeons he said that he believes in good clean surroundings and a healthy environment, both breeders and race birds are fed wheat peas and maize, when racing the birds receive around a 17% protein diet they are also given clean grit daily and cuttlefish shells, spinach is also fed to the birds.    His comment on programs was that they are changed too often which leads to poor returns and member dissatisfaction. Also that country clubs are easily led into copying city clubs and fliers instead of concentrating on local conditions and knowledge. Ron has no interest in eye sign as his loft and birds revolve around performance his advice to new starters is to start with a few good quality birds and build up numbers slowly with just a few families, you should also try and get some good advice from older fanciers and listen to what they have to telly, he that the biggest change to flying in Albany has been the demise of rail transport, up to the early eighties all racing and tossing was conducted by rail, which was extremely convenient and also cost effective , , while the use of the club trailer for short races and total west for longer races has worked well , the major setback has been the lack of regular club tosses at the 100 mile point,       Ron said that he doesn’t downgrade the imports but he has yet to be convinced that they can match the tried and proven local birds ,he believes that time is running out for pigeon racing unless we can encourage younger people into the sport he said that there is a need for clubs to make incentives to younger people in order to survive 

The documentation and history of the Albany pigeon club was put together by Ron with the help of a Mr W Prior and Ray Barrass there was a lot of work put into this report as it goes back before the advent of any type of pigeon clock, also the task of having the Albany club incorporated was left in Ron’s hands, he spent many hours on this project alone he has held just about every position in the club at some time, and at present is the club treasurer, if the club had to pay somebody to do the work that Ron does around the club rooms they would have been broke long ago,     for his time and effort ron was made a life member of the Albany club.    He has capped off another great years racing winning 14 x 1sts which included 11 x 1st open both the single bird hen and cock, the two bird championship the three bird championship the young bird derby and the young bird championship and on top of that the open points were won by Ron’s loft and this after missing several of the last few races because of work commitments.  

The Albany club are fortunate to have a willing worker in their midst and I am sure all the club members appreciate the work that he puts into the club for their benefit       

To finish off with my thought for the week a closed mouth gathers no feet

