Bob Cook

Bayswater racing pigeon club 

Bob has been a member of the pigeon racing fraternity longer than any other person that I know, and now after seventy years in the sport he has decided to dispose of all his pigeons, that would be one of the hardest decisions that any pigeon fancier would have to make, Bob started in pigeons way back in 1928 a fancier named Pollard gave him and his brother a dozen pigeons, the breeding of those first birds were the imported Grooters, the brothers had their first big win in 1934 when they won the Merredin cup at a distance of 145 miles that was the start from then on they won many races with their team of birds from all distances, one other race that comes to mind was the prestigious race from Forrest 750 miles this was the longest race on the federation calendar bob won this race with a velocity of 1500 yards a minute he also homed his full entry of birds 5 from 5. During the war years his mother looked after the birds for him, in 1952 he moved from Subiaco to Bayswater where he decided to build a garage from where he could build up his business, red tape and problems with the council held up the project so Bob decided to run for council he won the seat he contested and from then the problems with the council ceased, but it did not finish there Bob eventually finished up president of the council this post he held for ten years, in 1959 he was also sworn in as a justice of the peace , and just recently was the guest  at a special dinner called  by the justices department and a presentation was made to him as he is now the longest serving justice of the peace in Western Australia, Bob has been a busy man as he was also the president of the automobile chamber of commerce,   president of the pigeon racing federation for sixteen years, he was made a life member of the fed for his contribution to that body, one of the many things that he did for the sport he donated a  twenty foot trailer for the feds semi to save them the cost of buying their own.      When Bob met Anna his Dutch born wife she said that she did not know the difference between a duck and a pigeon however after a short apprentership the story is that she knew more about pigeons than Bob, he was straight to the point on several questions that I asked him on eyesign no comment.  About training and feeding his birds his answer was it has taken him 70 years of flying and he still hasn’t got the correct answers, on imported birds, our own birds are as good as the imported birds, Bobs own family of red and black Misfuds Barkers will fly all distances, I can agree with this comment I have a cock bird from bobs originals now thirteen years old and still producing good birds, now that he has retired from pigeons bob gave me another two pairs of his pigeons to add to my Barker family,            Bob said that the sport is getting to expensive for us pensioners,   he said that he has no dislikes about the sport,  he admires the birds in the sport and also his mates at the club, this he will miss the most on his retirement also the relaxation over the weekend waiting for his birds to come home from the race,   Anna finished off with the comment that all and all they both have enjoyed a terrific time together with their birds and they will be sadly missed by both of them, I would also like to close with my comments         Bob has been a great ambassador for the sport of pigeon racing in Western Australia and I only hope that he and Anna still give a thought to the fanciers still in the sport because I am sure that for a long time to come all will remember the contribution to the pigeon racing community made by   Bob Cook J.P. 

To finish off with my thought for the week you know that you are getting older when you sink your teeth into a steak and they stay there    





