 Vic Preddy of High Littleton    England

The living legend

My reason for the above heading is that there are not many pigeon fliers around today that can boast of ten first section wins in classic races especially living as Vic does on the western side of most of the competing lofts, some of the birds that achieved these results I will list later in the article, at this stage I will mention one of Vics best birds that was scumbrum queen a lovely check hen that was a double classic winner taking first section and first open, Saintes in the Central Southern Classic f. C. In 1982 and 1984 a truly champion hen,  

Brian Tilley picked me up from where I was staying and we headed of to High Littleton to visit the maestro himself, this was the third time I had been to visit Vick, every time I holiday in England I make sure that wishing well cottage in high Littleton is on my list as anybody will tell you that you are as welcome there as part of the family, when we arrived Vic was not there, he was down the road trying to make himself rich at the bookies expense, Ruby Vics wife said that he was not feeling to well that day as he was recovering from a late night at skittles , when Vic  arrived and the conversation eventually got around to pigeons I was told that he was born in High Littleton and has lived there all his life he  started racing pigeons as a thirteen year old , and has been racing pigeons for 62 years , the first club that he raced with was the Norton North Road it was in 1949 that the lofts of V & I preedy started racing south road with the High Littleton club there has also been an association with the Farrington Gurnay club since 1950, the first birds acquired by him were the Jack Blain and Bert Danbo spangles , there were also birds of the bond strain from corsham , there have been many articles written about the partnership of Vic and Ivor Preddy , in those days Vic looked after the management of the pigeons and Ivor used to concentrate on the training of the birds , in this article I will try to concentrate on what Vic is doing with his birds today , since Ivor passed away vic has been very fortunate to have his nephew Terry to help him with the birds , the main racing loft is now situated at the rear of terry’s garden several doors down from wishing well cottage , the old loft at the rear of vic’s house still houses some of his favourite birds , the new racing loft at Terry’s measures 24 feet by 5 feet six inches, nearby there is also a young bird loft just over sixteen feet long, there are only six pair of stock birds these breed 50 youngsters a year , the widowhood loft has 16 pair , these birds are raced every week at the start of the season , later as the season progresses some of the birds are raced every two weeks while the rest are still sent each week, when it comes to the races over the water each bird is given three races this is by selection for each race , the birds in the lofts of V & I Preddy are as near to the Australian long distance pigeons as any birds that I have seen in England , Vic believes that the birds have to be well balanced and a smaller type for south road racing he has found that birds that have flown south will also fly north , but that does not apply for north line birds when switched to south road , his advice to beginners is to visit top lofts that have been at the top for a long period of time , handle their birds and while doing so take note of the body framework ,wing , strength of the back and other peculiarities of their best birds , so that when you purchase your birds if from that fancier endeavour to obtain pigeons as close as you can to birds with the same qualities.the feeding of  the birds  is the same for all the season the mixture is made up of peas beans tares and maize with hormoform added to that mixture , terry also adds electrolytes and vitamins to the water as needed the youngsters start their training  with a toss starting from a mile then every morning adding a mile till they reach the ten mile stage , the old birds start at five miles then ten , fifteen up to eighteen miles then they have 5 or 6 at this distance , later in the season the birds are single tossed . At this stage I would like to list Vic’s first section winners, flying to Pau with the National Flying Club there was first section in 1960,1964, 1978,and in 1984 a second section, there was also a first section at Saints in 1993 in the classic club there was first section Pau in 1970, in 1982 and 1984 there was first open and section at the same race point also a first section at Saints in 1996 the only one missing was a first section Bergerack in 1991, as you can see a great performance from a great flier he is the most down to earth happy go lucky man that I have ever met there is nothing that vic could not laugh about ,  there was another thing Vic asked me to mention and that was to thank Darryle Bridges for looking after the birds when he was working down the pits , and I am sure he is very appreciative of the help given to him by Terry , thank you for a couple of days of your time Vic 

My thought for the week, instead of having ballet dancers prancing around on their toes why don’t they hire taller dancers?                                    
