


Moore from Western Australia
What a couple of weeks I had, a trip to Asia was just what the doctor ordered, it started with a couple of days in Singapore then eight days cruising on the Superstar Gemini after that a bit longer in Singapore then home. 

For anybody thinking of a holiday you wouldn’t get anything better than a sea cruise, the entertainment was world class the food was out of this world with several restaurants and bars, the crew were most helpful nothing was too much for them to make your trip top class on top of that we met so many new friends it was unbelievable if you get a chance to cruise don’t miss it.

Now to something different. I couldn’t believe the problems we had getting the first of our shipment of birds into England this year, I can tell you the next lot of birds will not be going through Heathrow, they will be going through another country, where the cost will be less than half, just to give you an idea how they work or don’t work at Heathrow, for me to get the birds on a plane at Perth in Western Australia I have to do a 600 mile round trip, counting the cost for this plus having the special crates made, having the birds inspected by the government vet paying the shipping agent then the freight from Australia to England was half the amount it cost to get the birds from the plane on the tarmac in England to the front counter at Heathrow, every man and his dog charged for many and various  reasons from looking at the box to handling it driving the trolley from the plane ,lifting the box off the trolley plus many other odd requests for money, still I suppose all the people concerned have to justify their existence and the more that they charge the more important they see themselves. I do not know of any other country that charges a fraction the of amount charged at Heathrow, as far as the birds being healthy and have no contagious diseases they have to do a period of quarantine in England and with that they don’t even put the conditions on people with T.B. or any other contagious disease that they presently put on pigeons from Australia, because of our isolation and without any importation of birds from outside country’s for many years Australia is probably the most disease free country in the world as far as pigeons and poultry are concerned, that was until birds were recently allowed to be imported into Australia from other country’s, and that includes England, there are now problems that were unheard of several years ago.

Had a call from a fancier that was having trouble with his birds, they were not eating and were fast losing condition, so a trip out to his loft to see if I could spot the problem, his loft was clean the water was fresh the food looked good enough for the birds, so the problem had me stumped, I asked him to let the birds out to see where they went maybe they were picking something up in the paddock, it didn’t take long to solve the problem as i had a similar case a while back, next to his shed he had a place for his chooks and all along the edge where it joined the shed he had put Silicane to keep the water out, a fungus had grown on the sealant and this is what the birds were picking at, a quick coat of paint over the affected area cured his problem, another case that I came across was a fancier that said that his birds were dying for no apparent reason, this happened while i was visiting the city, a short trip out to his loft after inspecting the birds I found that the skin was a strange  colour it was a dark reddish colour, after seeing the birds I remembered an article I read in the pigeon sport some time ago about birds being poisoned by tar, so I asked the fancier if the birds had come in contact lately with any tar, he said that his birds used to pick at the gravel on the road at the front of his house and they still do now the road has been bituminised, my suggestion was to keep the birds off the road and feed them gravel in the lofts this he has done and at this stage his problem seemed to be improving   

In Fearless Fredys column he mentioned creosote on the water for the birds well I did an article several months regarding using creosote for the birds, this was used many years ago in the make up of an electrolyte for returning birds, it is still used today as a pick me up for humans, just check what base is used in Waterburys Compound it is creosote.

Lately many articles have been written about the value of magnetite as an additive to help the homing of racing pigeons, well it works or I feel it did in my experience using magnetite, there have been many experiments that have proved the addition of magnetite can help the birds home, well where to get it, it is as scarce as hens teeth since mine ran out I have had a hard time getting more, 

Well I think I have found a source, magnetite is used in the mining of coal, and I have been told that coal dust contains among other things magnetite, so some was tried, a container containing coal dust was placed inside the loft for the birds well you would think that they had found a long lost friend as they ploughed into the bowl of coal dust.

Recently at a garage sale I found an old book that gave a cure for about anything that could go wrong with pigeons and poultry, a lot of the cures are used today but under another name, one of the main things mentioned is the addition of iron or an iron supplement to the birds water especially during the moulting season and during cold or wet weather, another thing that is mentioned is the importance of lime it should be in the loft at all times, not so long ago all the lofts were coated on the inside with a lime coating the birds would pick at this and I believe it made for healthier birds, maybe if a small section of each loft or even a stand coated with a lime mixture was placed inside the loft for the birds to pick it might just help their condition. Turpentine is mentioned for the breathing problems it said for this rub a little turpentine into the feathers under the shoulders it doesn’t say don’t light a match until dry, a couple of drops of turpentine is also a good cure for worms.

Fanciers in mainland states think they get their racing hard on the birds well spare a thought for the fanciers in Taiwan, I have birds being sent to that country, the conditions that the birds will encounter during racing, first of all they have to race seven consecutive races where they should be capable of staying on the wing for eight hours for their longest race all over water, if their velocity drops below 700 m.p.m. They are never allowed to race again, I have been told that the conditions vary from fine with great heat sometimes with strong headwind or with heavy fog or drizzle all day so there you have it not easy racing for the birds by the way they usually drop 50% of the entry each race so only the strongest or the very lucky birds survive the season.

Getting down to my own birds, some of the birds are coming to the close of their moult and are looking a picture, for the first time today they started to fly together, I never force them to do this i give them an open loft all day this helps them to get their bearings around the loft when they are in the air flying together for up to a half an hour I start to get control of them through their stomach, my wife controls me the same way and if it works on me it should work for the birds. 

Another interesting snippet recently I found a freshly killed youngster behind the loft most of its chest meat was eaten which signalled a goss hawk, as these butchers eat their prey alive and a bird can survive a long period of time before death, any way I must have frightened off the hawk, what I noticed was a few ants moving in on the carcase these have been a bit of a nuisance with winter approaching, so not being one to waste anything I gave the dead bird a coat of ant poison, the next day the whole bird had disappeared except a few feathers, a couple of days later while out for my daily walk I discovered a dead hawk in the bush, one wonders if this was the same butcher that had killed and eaten one of my birds if it was I bet that he doesn’t eat another.

On my recent trip I decided to take a cap that was given to me by Franz 

De Scheemaecker on one of his many trips to Australia, my wife said that i looked like a woof with it on, when we were in Malaysia i came across another woof wearing the same cap as myself, so I didn’t feel so bad, it is amazing how many places you visit on these trips you always manage to find at least one pigeon loft much to the wife’s dismay      

To finish off my thought for the week 

Instead of getting ballet dancers to prance around on their toes why don’t they get taller dancers? 
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