 Moore from Western Australia
Where did it come from does anybody know, a pigeon turned up in a loft near me with a life ring no     T.F.P.S. 2003 336278 
It was also wing stamped with what looked like Chinese writing, if that is what it is the bird has come a long way as we live in possibly one of the southern most towns in Western Australia, around 5000 miles from our nearest Asian neighbour, the most likely answer is that the bird came from a passing boat saw the birds exercising and came to join them so if you have any idea where the bird was registered let me know by E-mail.     
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There is a web site to check your chroms by, it is the atomic clock web site   http://www.precision-time.com you can also set your household clocks and your computer clock by that clock.
Well it looks like the Victorian based football clubs are being looked after  by the so called National Football League again, no matter how far they finish behind the teams from the other states or even if they get soundly beaten the week before they still will get a home game in the finals, still that one way to make sure that there is a local team in the finals. They will probably also have three Victorian umpires,  isn’t  it amazing

Anybody that was watching the Collingwood and Carlton football game would be wondering why none of the incidents where players finished up with blood over them were never shown or photographed considering in other games every slap from an opposing player is shown several times. 
A couple of birds one that i bred and another down from my birds turned in a good performance last weekend the one i bred won 17th open Central Cumberland fed with 7800 birds the other bred down from my birds was 7th best in the Combine from 2500 birds.
It certainly isn’t easy racing pigeons on the south coast of Western Australia, there are only two clubs still actively racing, they are Albany and our club Denmark we are 
40 miles west of the Albany club, both clubs have only a small membership as most fanciers find it to difficult to last the season out and eventually give it away, in our part of the country we don’t judge our birds by how many they beat but on their ability to even get home, the members of each club take it in turns to take the birds away up to the 250 mile stage the birds are then sent by commercial transport to the longer races and we rely on a resident living in the particular town that we are racing from to release the birds.  The race distances vary from 60 to 600 miles, there used to be races to a greater distance but it is now impossible to get the birds to those race points, the longest distance we have raced from is 1000 miles, this race turned out a disaster, the birds would not have flown more than two hours before a storm swept in from the bight, only two birds arrived home from that race, i was the lucky one i homed them both together fourteen days after liberation, the conditions that we race under are possibly the worst in the world, our season starts in  May and goes through to October each year, right through the winter months, the birds can experience heavy rain, hail, gale force winds and even the occasionally snow storm,  the wind blowing from the south is freezing cold with temperatures down to zero on odd occasions, when the birds experience the extreme conditions and the freezing air they go to ground and we suffer heavy losses,  we do not have any way of knowing what sort of weather is coming from the south as below us is only the ocean and the south pole, 

the race birds are released in all conditions and we then hope that the weather doesn’t close in, in the months of August and September the ranges have usually snow on them making the birds travel the extra distance to skirt the cold,
If the birds survive all that there is the birds of prey problem as our town is surrounded by state Forrest, there is not a day go by when exercising the birds that there is not a strike, the birds are terrified even flying at home, every toss birds come home missing flesh and feathers, 

Several times the predators have put the whole liberation to ground or in the trees within minutes of liberation, 

All the birds are raced to the perch, hens and cocks are very rarely separated that is because we race in the winter this slows down the mating process, it is also very rare to fly the same pigeon more than three years with out losing it, any birds that last over that period of time have to be very good very lucky or very brave to survive, because of this most of the race team are youngster the breeding season goes through from September right through until February, as an example my two 1000 mile pigeons were bred in February and flew the 1000 miles in October, 

Most fanciers keep around twenty pairs of breeders and from them they breed up to 100 birds to race, at the end of the season if you have 20 birds left you are very lucky, up until recently the most common strains were from the old Australian family’s but since the lifting of restrictions on the importation of birds from overseas there are quite a few lofts with the imports, in a lot of instances they have not been able to get used to the different racing conditions in Australia and have to be crossed with the old Australian family’s  they are also changing some of the racing dates and flying a lot more in the warmer months  there are also more shorter races to accommodate the imports.
I hope that these few notes will give an insight into the conditions that the birds have to contend with and why they have no trouble holding their own in international one loft races even competing against some self proclaimed world champion pigeon flyers.
To finish off with my thought for the week
A psychiatrist is called a shrink because that is what he does to your wallet
Des Moore
18 Chiltern rd Denmark
Western australia  6333
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