Mr & Mrs Nethercote  & sons
Keynsham
My first trip to England and I was under strict orders from the boss that pigeons were to be put on the back burner, this did not stop me from looking skywards for most of my first day in the U.K.    The first batch of pigeons I saw exercising were from the loft of Keith Nethercote, I made the excuse that I needed a walk to loosen up the joints that had become stiff through non use because of many long hours in the plane, once outside the door I made for where I thought the birds had landed, that happened to be the home of the Nethercote family, unfortunately Keith was not in, but all was not lost his wife kindly loaned me some English pigeon books to read, I also missed Keith when I returned those books at a later date,      several  trips later and I still haven’t found Keith at home on any visit , maybe next time,  still that doesn’t stop me from doing a loft report on Keith so here goes .  Keith first became interested in racing pigeons as a schoolboy, his father was racing in the old Kingswood north road club so naturally he wanted to join in, his father gave him a pair of red checks, which he later found out were strays, his loft was in the nearby fowl pen, it had four wall ventilation 

[All wire] an old orange box was used as a nest box, after his pair of reds had laid and hatched the eggs the old birds were let out, that was the last Keith ever saw of them, this left him the job of rearing the youngster himself this resulted in having the most tame pigeon he ever had she would drop from the sky onto his shoulder just to be made a fuss of, the following year this hen was mated to another of his fathers specials an unrung chec pied cock, from this mating he bred four youngsters that were rung with his fathers rings , these were raced through to penzance 160 miles winning a card in his first race , two birds were sent each week right through the season , at the end of the season the four young birds were still in the loft , Keith thought it may have been the four wall ventilation that helped ,  the following year the family moved into a new house on the nearby council estate , both the unrung stock birds were lost trying to break them in , but over the next few years the hens bred from the original pair flew very well , with the grandchildren winning from 54 to 460 miles , one of them won a hard 400 mile race by 21/2 hours , at this time Keith was doing his two years national service in the army, at the ripe old age of 20 1/2 years  birds of another kind had started to take up most of his time so the pigeons were ignored a bit , Keith then met his wife Jan , after a two year courtship they were married and  moved into a flat, there was no room for the birds so they had to go , for the next eleven years pigeons were put on the back burner , it all started again when Keith returned home from work one day to find his son sitting in the garden feeding a stray, in the winter of 1974 birds were purchased from Fred channing of Newport south wales ,these  were mated in 1975 , the first bird that they bred was a chec w/f hen , this hen topped the combine from dax 536 miles as a two year old , Keith was also lucky enough to work close to Sam fear of fear bros of clandown fame they had won 1st Pau national twice 1st Pau classic 1st palamos plus many more top prizes in the big races , Sam gifted Keith some late bred youngsters off his best , Keith has also bought birds from their best over the years. The birds are mainly raced widowhood cocks and hens, sending both sexes each week, the birds always seem to exercise well getting fit by exercising around the loft, at the start of the racing season the birds are given 2-3 tosses at 10-15 miles letting them all go together, on return they are separated with the hens being put into their own loft, this is where they are exercised from, they only go into the racing loft on their return from the race, the birds are fed depurative ad/lib for a couple of days gradually increasing the amount of widowhood corn until they are on full widowhood mix at the end of the week, prior to being raced , Keith likes to send every bird each week up to 300 miles , he then starts resting birds for different  long distance races  his good hen [ 63297 ] flew saints 400 miles 10 hours on the wing rested a fortnight then sent to Pau classic 565 miles winning 2nd n/w section 24th open plus nine hundred pounds in prizemoney, she was allowed to sit dummy eggs then sent to Pau national on a four day old youngster winning 1st section g  21st open 3466 birds plus seven hundred and seventy pounds prizemoney , 63297 is a grandaughter of fear bros 3rd open Pau national  in 1995 Keith was 2nd section 2nd open Pau national 4500 birds with a grandson of his dax combine winner  

[F Channing] the sire was a direct fear bros, the dam of the 2nd open cock won 1st club 1st fed thurso [north] 500 miles. Fanciers admired most are vic Preddy of high Littleton he has been doing it all wrong for 50 years and just keeps on winning and laughing, he had two section wins recently in the classic nationals, he is now being helped by his nephew terry but he doesn’t get in the photographs [he has since I did his loft report], Keith also admires all the Yorkshire and Lancashire fanciers who send to the Pau national 700 plus miles most of them seem to make the result sheet.  The old bird racing loft is l shaped being 21 feet around the back, it is about ten feet deep with plenty of space for the twenty eight widowhood boxes, he tries not to fill these all up, Keith also races 15-20 hens widowhood as well, racing them back to the same loft as the cocks, sending both sexes together makes for interesting trapping when both return at the same time, but he has never had two return together from Pau 565 miles so its not to bad a problem, the young bird loft is 9 foot by 8 foot it has a stall trap , it also has plenty of air blowing through it , Keith usually breeds 50 young birds depending on how many he gives away, he also doesn’t take young bird racing very serious , some of his present old birds only had 3 races as youngsters , the stock loft is six feet by six feet there are usually 6/8 pair stock, they are made up of good performance cocks and hens or birds that he takes a liking to and have  good family performances behind them , the dam of his good Pau hen 97 has never been in a basket, the sire of 97 is a son of fear bros 3rd open Pau , once again never having been raced , most of the birds in Keith’s loft have generations of long distance winners in their pedigrees , his belief is that most long distance winners come from proven families at the longer races . Over the past couple of years Keith has won 2nd 5th and 12th rennes 230 miles 1st 6th 20th 23rd and 28th Nantes 290 miles 11th 26th saintes 400 miles 2nd sec 24th open Pau 2nd open 27th and 

36 th Pau in 1995 winning a car and 1500 pounds in prizemoney also 1st section 1 open Pau, thanks for the information Keith, next trip I will make a time for a visit well in advance 

My thought for the week we complain about the ridiculous photo in our passport without realising that it looks exactly as other people see us

