Joe  Bridges  

Of Timsbury

Maybe I should have headed this article Joe Bridges and family, as the care of the pigeons is certainly a family affair, there is Darryl, Joes son and Andrew his grandson, Andrew I am sure is a champion fancier of the future, on the day of my visit the birds were returning from a toss he could identify most of the birds even before they arrived to the loft, Joes lofts have a terrific outlook they are at the top of a valley, you can see the birds coming for miles, one thing that Joe said about tossing his birds is that they go regardless of the weather as he said that you expect them to race in all conditions , there are twenty pair of stock birds at the lofts  and what a picture they are every bird is a first place winner they are mainly Van Hees from Massarella, there are  several Leopold Coudos also from Louella, one particular bird that Joe rates as one of his best is a check cock gb 89 j 36932 this cock has flown Pau 560 miles seven times, Bergerack 468 miles five times with a best performance to his credit of 1st section 2nd open Pau 560 miles he was the only bird in the n/w section on the day , and longest flying bird on the day 15 hours 39 minutes on the day,       the loft races thirty eight cocks on the widowhood system and eight pairs of naturals,      Joe breeds 70 to 80 youngsters a year,   out of these the hawk’s take at least ten a year around the loft,     the loft fly with the Paulton Club in the Gloucester fed on a Saturday and High Littleton on Sundays, as this report has been a long time coming most of the results are not up to date but I will give them as they were at the time of my visit, Joe was the highest prizewinner two years running on the south road , he has been top of his club for over thirty years on the north road flying both classics and club , in 1996 he won the combine averages right through to Pau    his best national result was when he won 4th section in the saints national,     at the time of my visit he had 12x1st to his credit, that was in 1996,    I have just received the results that Joe and his boys achieved in the 1998 racing season so rather than alter the story I will add them, this year the loft has won 10 x1st   8 x 2nd  9 x 3rd they won the fed from Nantes 285 miles by 39 y p m also 1st 2nd and 3rd club Nantes , in the classic from Nantes they won 9th 10 Th 13th and 51st section and 18th 19th 22nd and 51st open with 3447 birds competing . Joe said that the way he became involved in the sport was that his father had pigeons and that he just took over from there, the old family of birds first kept he had for years but they were mainly for races between three and five hundred miles, I am sure that with both Darryle and Andrew following the Bridges name and lofts will go on for many years to come.

Remember that average intelligence is being less stupid than half the people, and more stupid than the other half      
