Ivan Henderson from Moama N.S.W.

Nearly twelve months have passed since Ivan had that terrible stroke that has had him hospitalised right up to this time, it has caused a strain on his wife Margaret who has taken on the responsibility of looking after Ivans birds with the help of her family and some close friends, Doug Mckerrow has travelled from Canberra to give advise and help sort the birds for Margaret, considering that she had very little to do with the birds not by choice Ivan preferred to attend to the birds himself, to be left with the job of looking after the birds and cleaning out the lofts plus her visits to the hospital would be a very traumatic experience for her,    when I first made contact with Ivan he and Margaret lived at Ballarat in Victoria that was way back in 1962 since then we have been in contact both as friends and two people who had a mutual interest, the breeding and racing of pigeons.  During that period Ivan has sent me a number of pigeons off his very best it was these that I have based my clay barker family on, 

A move to Moama on the N.S.W. side of the great Murray River so that Ivan could get amongst the Murray cod was a disappointment as when he got there he found that others had beaten him to the fish, so the interest was again centred on the pigeons, since I have been doing loft reports it never ceases to amaze me how many lofts who have at some time added a Henderson Barker to their breeding stock, I remember in 1992 I visited Jeff Horne of Busschaert fame at the charter lofts Hutton Rigg in England  where we discussed breeding and racing pigeons Jeff said that a fancier that could turn pigeons into champions was classed as gold but a pigeon man that could not only do that but also breed his champions to win over a long period of time was classed as platinum, I would class Ivan as the latter for not only has he won with his pigeons over many years but he has also bred combine winners to many to mention in one article both for himself and his many friends , most of these wins have been when birds have been scarce,  one combine that he won  there were only two birds in the combine in race time, there were many races like that with most of the big wins being over the 500 mile mark right out to the 8oo mile stage, even right up to the last race Ivan competed in he showed he his class as a master pigeon breeder, the race was from Charleville a distance of 720 miles thirty seven members  from ten clubs sent 210 birds to the combine only two birds homed on the third day with only four in race time Ivan won that combine by six hours, not a bad way to retire, the birds in the Henderson lofts originated from birds imported into the country in the late nineteen twenty’s by Len Broard , the only cross at that time was when Ivan blended the Gurnays that he inherited from his father into the Barkers, since then there have been only four outcrosses added to his family but only those with the Barker blood in them and only the best would do they had to be champion long distance birds , Ivan would tell me that the best way to keep your family intact was to change your breeding pairs every year, no matter how good the offspring were, this way the birds never became to closely related, I must admit he never swayed me if a pair bred me top pigeons they stayed mated together.   The barkers that Ivan had in his loft were descendants of all Edmondsons and Dauber bros best, in the pedigrees you could find the names of the Kendall blue, Mrs pincher the ida cock model and many more of the top clays of the day, I had always promised myself that I would do a loft profile on Ivan but he as always with the things you want most they never happen until to late, because of this a wealth of information will be lost to the homing pigeon fraternity forever, several of Ivans friends including myself have decided that we will keep the Henderson barker strain as a pure breed going for as long we have pigeons.

To finish off with a little bit of nonsense my friend was born on the first of the month so his parents called him Bill

