Neil Mouritz 

Wanneroo R.P.C. 

The 96 bred blue bar hen youngster owned by Neil Mouritz led the rest of the birds home to top the fed in their wanoo race in 1996 an approx distance of 560 km. Neil was eighteen years old when he and several other fanciers founded the Wanneroo racing pigeon club, that was seventeen years ago, the very first race he competed in he won, the second he was placed third, not a bad way to start in your chosen sport, to make it an even greater achievement he was competing against fliers of the calibre of the Knight bros Steve Caporn , Brian Milentis and Fred Scerri, Neil was not intimidated by these senior guns , from there he has gone on to stamp his own style on pigeon racing in the northern suburbs of  Perth West Aust ., In his seventeen years of racing pigeons Neil has had fastest bird in the fed on more than 15 occasions , with fastest bird five times in one season , in that particular season Neil won the club young bird derby , the fed young bird derby , the club sires produce stakes and seven club races ,  the 1997 season is shaping up to be another fruitful year for Neil in this race from Wannoo he topped the fed a distance of 560 km into a strong south west wind ,this made three wins for the season plus numerous places , Neil followed up by winning the club Carnarvon a distance of 786 km by over an hour from the second bird , the third club bird was another 1 1/2 hours further back , this race was also into strong south west winds another race Neil had won in a previous season was a good steady Meekatharra a distance of 630 km  he also topped the fed this day with four birds on the drop  the main family of birds in the loft are built around birds from the lofts of Fred Scerri , Harry Lague  and Frank Bunter , these three fliers between them in their day would have won as many races as any three people  as can be recalled ever raced a pigeon , he also keeps a few imported cocks which he has crossed into his family with some success , he likes to toss his race team on the fed transporter every Tuesday morning followed by  a mid week toss of about 20 km , the birds are fed a basic commercial  mixture  with some small seeds added , this keeps them in beautiful condition all the year round , Neil also likes to see his birds work well around the loft , even at this late stage of the season , with five races to go his birds are a treat to observe , the way they work sometimes up to 1 1/2 hours , if anyone has found the balance between racing , tossing , feeding and rest I think Neil is very close , the birds look as if they could race all year.  Flier of the year has eluded Neil to date, however it is a very achievable ambition in this case, it is a case of watch the space at the top of the flier of the year chart, because you can be sure he will fill it in the near future, if Neil was to put his philosophy on pigeon racing into words it would be along the lines of, always put the welfare and health of your pigeons before your personal ambitions and they will reward you.

Remember the best way to stay awake during an after dinner speech is to give it 

