Dick Barnes

 I.R.P.F of western Australia

Morawa was the first combine race for the 1997 season there were approx 3800 birds sent by 225 fliers from both feds combined 

Dick Barnes of the united districts club in the independent fed took out the honours, Dick is no stranger to the prize table as he has been in the money for quite a number of years as a matter of fact I was going back through some of my old records, and found his name came up in 1969 when he won a Mullewa race in the northern suburbs club with his red check cock, this could have possibly been his first ever win as he only started racing in 1968 Danny Breadsell started him going with pigeons by giving him the bird that had won Danny the single bird that same year . 

In 1977 Dick was one of the foundation members of the united districts p.r.c, this club is situated approx 5 km north west of the city he is still a member of that club today dick has won the flier of the year trophy at least six times in the club, in doing this he had to beat some of the top fliers in the fed he has also won the flier of the year in the federation twice the first time with locally bred pigeons and the second in 1995 racing a team of European imports exclusively, Dick has enjoyed fabulous results with his team of imports which include Janssens , Buschaerts, Decrouix , Wildermeesh , and one or two other strains that he maintains in his breeding loft.  He has spent considerable time and money in acquiring his present day stock birds, before he makes his selection he spends a lot of time reading pedigrees even then he finds that he has to cull heavily at times, Dick says that we must be quick to identify the culls regardless of what money we may have paid for the birds or how appealing the pedigree might read, the pigeon that won the combine race, this is the combination of both the Perth feds racing together from the one race point was a Janssen x Meulaman these birds have their origin from Ian Daniel’s range view lofts which are now situated in Queensland , among his other successes are four wins at club level in the young bird derby and his 1st 2nd and 4th in the  1995 federation sires produce stakes so far this year he has 2 x 1st plus other places to  his credit.  Dick has a fairly conventional loft measuring 25 foot in length broken up into 6 compartments both the front and partitions are dowelled it has a concrete floor he flies to the perch allowing hens and cocks to mix freely in the loft, the birds are tossed twice a week from 30 km and on the fed transporter when conditioning the birds for the longer races, the birds are fed wheat peas and maize in standard portions, Dick is not into small grains.  There is not much that he hasn’t achieved in pigeon racing he is held in high regard in the independent racing pigeon federation for his contribution to pigeon racing in past years from an administration point of view. Dick has also a reputation for being matriculate with his birds and his approach to loft management practices, his advice is be consistent in your approach, purchase only sound birds don’t pay too much for them keep them healthy and have the birds droppings analysed weekly, Dick would like to make his appreciation know for the wonderful hospitality he experienced in 1991 and 1994 when he visited the lofts of Neville Spracken in Dorchester U.K. who went out of his way to help him

My thought for the week    

Why spend money tracing your family tree, go into politics and have your opponents do it for you 

