G, V & W  Britton of Newborough

Several members and myself were having lunch at the local bowling club in Denmark, when I mentioned that I was heading off to England for a holiday, one of the players present said that he had friends in England that lived next door to a pigeon fancier, he suggested that I visit his friends and make time to see their next door neighbour, it wasn’t long before I had a letter from that fancier inviting me to his house, the fancier turned out to be Graeme Britton, the rest is history we travelled to England , and made that visit to the home of the Britton family, after we arrived in Newborough, there wasn’t a problem finding their house it was the one with the pigeon statues on the front gate posts ,we were made very welcome by the whole Britton family ,we felt as if we had know them for many years , the offer to stay the night was accepted ,and that evening the neighbours came over to finish off a good day, the next morning I was awake early so I thought I would go to the lofts and have a look at the birds, Graeme was already there , he had just finished cleaning out the lofts , today the management of the lofts has become  a full family affair , with Graeme’s involvement with work his son Michael has taken a greater share of the day to day work around the loft,as Michael says he has become Graeme’s personal secretary, I am sure that if his grandfather was alive today he would be very proud to see the interest that his grandson is showing in their birds, the 1997 season has turned out another top season for the lofts as they have for the twelfth time won section E in the strong N.R.C.C this time from Lerwick the loft also won 18th 27th and 41st section with 3414 birds in that section , there was also 4th 8th & 9th section at Thurso 4362 birds, and at Perth they won 17th 24th and 36th section.   There have been a few changes to their racing methods especially in the feeding and training this year, but before we get to far involved I think that we should go back to the beginning, when Graeme and his father started their loft in 1959 they had pigeons from just about everywhere, this situation proved not to be the answer, it didn’t long before the first steps were taken to form the base of their present day family Graeme made the trip to Luton to acquire some of Ron Aldridges old henry bridge “everest” blood,  other birds were also purchased from Harold Holt off his Faroes bloodlines , then for an entry of only sixpence Graeme won a crossword competion in one of the weekly pigeon newspapers , the prize was a young bird presented by the renowned fanciers Mr & Mrs Nash of Southampton , soon after they had won the Barcelona race , another youngster was purchased from these eminent fanciers , however both turned out to be hens . The next step to building their current family was the introduction of birds from John Lovell, then residing at Donington, John Lovel had won the kings cup three times from Lewick with the nrcc he was also five times winner of nrcc races. All these pigeons were blended together to form a great family of pigeons, a young hen paired to a son of johns silver queen, a winner of second open nrcc Lerwick bred some amazing pigeons with one hen 8213 having flown Lerwick three times and always in the first 100 positions nrcc against thousands of pigeons, there have been further additions from John Lovell along with birds from A H Benett of long Stretton a great distance flier, and birds descending from those brought into the country by Ken Kippax of the Ko Nipius blood ,  the cost of birds even then was affordable to the working man , even today Graeme thinks that to pay more than fifty pounds for a pigeon no matter what it has done, is makes him shudder to think of the hundreds of pounds people pay for a pigeon with nothing but a name.. The method of training was always to train their birds with other fanciers, however this year has seen a change in this area for they have trained on their own and from a different direction than any body else trains, the birds have always raced on the natural system as this is what they find has given them good Lerwick performances year after year, they also feel that by racing only cocks there is such a waste of good hens, this years winner from lerwick was a hen sitting eggs, and so was the thurso winner a hen ,  the lerwick winner last  year was also a hen ,       in the Lerwick race for the Peterborough & District Fed in 1992  with 1259 birds competing  the open was won by a hen from the lofts of G v & W Britton  the widowhood system was tried in the 1970’s by Graeme and his father with some success Michael said that feeding is another area that interests him a great deal , up to this year the birds have always raced on versa larga , this year they have mixed their own and they believe that they have reaped the rewards for their efforts .   Over the years the lofts have won hundreds of firsts plus other positions at club level Michael said that he can remember his father telling him that he won seven out of eight young bird races in one year, they have also won fed averages in one of the largest feds in the country, the Peterborough and district fed, even though the lofts are in one of the worst sections, however all their racing is built for the national scene in the north road championship club and in particular Lerwick, the loft compete in section e of the nrcc ,  only once has the open of the nrcc been won in that section, usually sections A,B,& C stick their nets up in the sky  and time in so many pigeons that section E don’t even make it on to the open result, however as Michael has said that they will continue to strive to bring the kings cup back home to Newborough , the lofts of G V & W Britton have won their section 12 times in the nrcc with entries  from 1000 up to 4300 birds these include 4 times at Lerwick 7 times Berwick and once at Perth  they have also scored second section 9 times plus many other section and open positions ,  the record of the lofts from  Lerwick which sees the birds flying 522 miles to their loft,   in the past seven years each year  has shown them to be placed in the top positions in their section these include 2x1st 2x2nd 1x3rd 1x4th 1x6th and 1x9th with entries from 3000 to 45oo birds,  their are not many fanciers that could come up with this sort of result any where in England , there are at least 50 birds in the loft that have flown Lerwick ,   at the prize presentation in 1992 Graeme was pleasantly surprised to see the picture of his Lerwick winner on the dinner cards .  Graeme is not one to sit on his laurels he is also very active in the administration side of the sport he is at present the clock officer for section E in the nrcc and has previously held the office of vice president and committee member, he is also on the clock committee for his local club which both he and Michael believe is the best in the area, the main racing loft is 64 feet in length being raised some 4 feet off the ground, it is divided into six compartments the most important being the Lerwick and Thurso sections there is also a loft on the floor which holds a mixture of pigeons for all race points .   Graeme said is indebted to the help support and guidance that John Lovell has given him over the years and he clearly states that if were not for him he would not be where he is today Michael said that he is indebted to his father who is always teaching him new things about pigeons he said that without doubt his father is a dictionary of information on pigeons and I am indebted to Michael who suppled the information for this loft report I am only sorry that I could not use all the information supplied as it would have taken too much space, 

My thought for the week I will borrow from Michael britton 

You know its going to be a bad day when you receive a letter from Newborough and spend the rest of the day reading it

