Alone at last, the school holidays are over and the grand children have gone back to their respective parents I now have control of the office again, I do not have to fight off one of the ankle biters to do an article or two on the computer even if as was quoted why don’t you get rid of that old fashion computer and get a decent one with a lot of words that I haven’t a clue what they were talking about

Back to pigeons all my pairs are mated now and down on their first round of eggs, I usually select the pairings that I want and mate them together before the required time so that when the great day arrives the cocks are used to a certain box, when the hens are put back in there is no fighting for boxes all the cocks are interested in is making a nest for their hens from the heap of pine needles I throw on the floor, this year has worked out well with all the pairs down on eggs within two days of each other, this makes it a lot easier when you take the youngsters from the nest as all are at the same stage,  this is made easier if all the breeding birds are treated with T.L.C.,    at the end of the breeding season there are a lot of fanciers that forget about their breeders until the start of next mating season, they then find that their first round do not come up to expectations, the reason for this is for the second round the stock birds have been getting the treatment that they should expect right through the winter    

We were watching a program on the telly last week called good news week a top rating show shown nationally on the box, in this show contestants are given several article or newstorys to read, they are then asked questions from those articles that they have to answer to gain points for their side, I heard the word pigeons mentioned so I sat to attention as I was sure that I would know the answer and give it before the person on the show so as to suitably impress the grand children with my knowledge of pigeons, well guess what the question was what well known pigeon fancier had been trying to win a certain race for a long period of time, and the answer was Des Moore, this was taken from an article that I wrote last year which was printed in the pigeon sport in England and two of the magazines in Australia, it was great to know that some body reads my articles, even those not in the fancy.  Now that the racing has finished I have to decide what to keep to race as old birds and what to distribute to fanciers that need a few breeders, I started the season with 119 birds in the race box and finished with 58 at the end of racing after racing the full season, this was a not an easy season as most of the members of our club were only left with a few birds at the end of the year, the cocks were not a problem as I keep mainly hens to race, the cocks that were left in the loft are nearly all gone I only kept a couple to keep the hens happy.   Having trouble with the falcons well two English writers namely Bill Cowell [Bilco] and Billy College [our Billy] have given their solutions and I am sure that neither would not mind me passing their thoughts on, firstly billys his suggestion is to nip down to the chemist and purchase some bitter aloes and regularly put some in the birds bath water, the hawk will come as usual but once that he realises that the birds are not edible he may not come back, even if he does he will get it into his head that they all taste the same and then will shop elsewhere for his dinner, Bilco has a more drastic course of action that is to paint plastic rings with copper oxide and every six weeks change the ring for a freshly painted one also use a drop of super glue and stick a few slug pellets that have been touched with Paraquat on to the flesh of your birds if the pigeon is not taken then there is no damage done , if they are then they take their killers with them, it is stated this is justice an eye for an eye so to speak.                                                                                    

To finish my thought for the week 

The man who writes the banks advertisements is certainly not the same one who lends the money          
